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Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask the Senator from 
Ki insas if he is willing to recognize in the bill 
that slaves are property: ? 


as to where and how] 
| power to vest 


| United 


1e"derives the constitutional |} 
the President of the 
provision for the transpor- 


and self-subsistence, and that there would be a ne- 
authority in cessity t 


te 
o provide for him, to oversee him, to take 
States to make 


care of him, and to direct him until he was educa- 


Mr. POMEROY. No, sir; I am trying to get || tation, colonization, and setthementofemancipated || ted, unti! he acquired those habits of self-subsist- 
it out of the bill. ne a || negroes; and moreover,if there be such power and || ence, self-maintenance, and self-government; and 
Mr. tc geeeame Yourexception would rec- |} we shall be satisfied of its existence, in what man- taking all these things into cons ide ration, and 
ognize | ner should the President exercise it? Here isa || guided by our experience . the Colonization So- 
Mr. POME ROY. I did not intend to offersuch || general duty prescribed,a general authority vested || ciety, at Liberia, I undertake to say that it will 
anamendment, but merely to suggest the propriety || in the President, without any limitation, without || cost, upon an average fear or five hundrs id dol- 
of some modification of the lanzuage to which I || any pre scription of ae manner in which he shall ~ in order to colonize, ina tropical clime, every 
have calledattention. There is one othe rsugges- || exercise it. Where is he to get the fands? How ave that may be em: ncipati d. We are not done 
tion which I desired to make. Inthe fifth section || are they to be raised ? with the emancipated slave when he is taken to 
| 


it is provided that ‘all moneys re ceived on the 
sale of the confiscated property”’ shall be depos- 

ited in the Treasury. l would say * sale, or rent, 
or use.’? It may not be expedient in all cases to 


I shall cordially codperate in the most stringent, 
legal, and constitutional measures for the 
cation of the et erty of rebels; and I think it is 
very likely that be fore 


the tropical clime; it wil be necessary to provide 


for his. care antl maintenance after he shall have 
been taken there; and, in this view of the case, I 
desire to hear the Senator’s opinion. 


conns- 


this war is concluded, an 


sell this property. Wemay havea bill hereafter || immense number of negroes will be enfranchised Mr. TEN EYCK. Mr. President— 
to rent out some of this property, and money ob- || and thrown upon ge community. I have been Mr. FESSENDEN. Willmy frie ‘nd from New 
tained in that way should be paid over the same || in the habit, even prior to the breaking out of this || Jersey ; pardon me for amoment? I wish to intro- 


as money derived from sales. || rebellion, of looking to the danger that was grow- || duce a bill which it is iainarean’ to pass imme- 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Ifa bill should hereafter || ing up in our southern States ultimately, and I || diately. 
be introduced to lease any of this property, it || thought long ago that I saw some necessity for Mr. TEN EYCK. 1 give way. 
y ubt » ] i retting ls . 
would doubtle ss provide for that. This bill does |} making provision for getting rid of this class of CERTIFICATES OF INDEBTEDNESS. 
not provide for the renting of the property, and || populagjon in this country; but I have alw ays been ee a a ae ; 
therefore a clause of the character suggested, to |} nonplused by the difficulties whicl h have met me Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to introduce a bill 


provide for the disposition of money arising from 
the leasing of property, would not be in harmony 
with the other provisions of the bill. Ifa bill of 
the character indicated should be hereafter passed, 
it would make provision to carry out the idea sug- 
gest d. 


Mr. POMEROY. The chief amendment, and 


in regard to the ability of this pe op! e to male pro- 

vision for the colonization of the slaves, and I de- 
sire to ask the honorable Senator whether he has 
calculated the cost; whether he has entered into | for not having exhibited it tothem. [tis a short 
any calculation of how much it will take to trans- || Dill that 1 have received this morning from the 
portand colonize one single individual; how mucl Secretary of the Treasury, with a request that it 


which itis important to pass to-day. Ido not 
know but that | owe an apology to the members 
of the Finance Committee who may be present 





The re 


be passe di immediately. 


the only amendment, in fact, that I would present 
to the bill is in the third se ction. 


third section of the billentirely. I do not believe 


that this Congress is in any condition to encour- | 


ave the colonization of anybody, especially the 
laborers—the producers; and if that provision is 
insisted on, 1 shall certainly feel myself called 


upen to offer an amendment that shall provide that || 


» President of the United States shall make pro- 
vision for the transportation and colonization and 
settlement In some country beyond the limits of 
the United States of such slaveholders as have 


I think the Sen- | 
ator, on reflection, will be willing to strike out the | 


it will take to provide for the care and maintenance 


| of that ignorant, unsustaining class of population 


after they are placed in the colony 

Suppose a hundred thousand o ‘five hundred 
thousand emancipated negroes are throw n upon 
this country, and, under the operation of this sec- 





tion of the bill, the President shall be required to 
transport and colonize them—in the first place, I 
desire to know what authority we have to rais 
money from the pe ople t0do it; and in the next 
place, if that authority be found in the Constitu- 
tion, where is the money to come from? I under- 
take to say that the negro cannot, considering his 
his want of 


f all the 


seems to ben vom 


jection to it, and | ask to have it ac ted on at once 


Leave was cranted to introduce the bill ( 
212) to authorize the Secret: ary of the 'T're asury to 
issue certificates of indebtedness to public cred- 
itors, It provides for the issue to any public cred- 
itor who may be desirous to receive the same, upon 
the re quisition of the head of the proper De n: irt- 
ment, in tion of audited and settled de- 
mands against the United States, of certificates for 
the amount due, not less than $1,000 each, signed 
by the Treasurer of the United States and coun- 
tersigned as may be directed by the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury; and these certificates are to beur in- 


(S. No. 


satisfac 


condition, his helplessness, 
habits of self-sustenance, be emancipated, and 
taken away from South Carolina, colonized in a 
tropical climate, sustained until he acquires hab- 
its of self-dependence for less than $500. Suppose 
that five hundred thousand of these unfortunate 
beings should be thrown upon the community, I 
| wish to know where the money is to come 


been engaged in this rebellion, after first having 
obtained the consent of the Government of the 
country to which he may send them. I certainly 
do not believe that we can afford to spare the la- 
borers from this country; they are not dangerous 
to the Republic; but there is a clags of slavehold- 
ers who have been engaged in this rebellion that I 
think are dangerous, and they are not producers. 


terest at the rate of six per cent. per annum, and 
to be payal ble in one year from their date, or ear- 
lier, at the option of the Government. 

By unanimous consent the bill was read three 
times, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE 


HOUSE. 


from . . 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


If it is insisted upon that we have got to colonize 


somebody, or give encouragement to the coloni- | 


zation of oy one from this country, I do insist 
tha tit shall be a class whose absence will be the 


least felt, whom the public can best spare; and if | 
the Senator from Illinois does not choose to take | 


’ I shall feel com- 
pelled, and in good faith, to move the amendment | 


out the third section entirely 


that I have suggested, for 1 think eve ry laborer in 
this country is needed. Inthe section from which 
I come labor is searce. The miserable pre judice 
that the Senator from Illinois talks about being in 
Illinois and Indiana—what we call the black law 


democracy—is unworthy ofthe Senate. Itis un- 


worthy of Christian men anywhere to talk about | 


the laborer not being permitted to live in a coun- 
try on account of his color, Iam very thankful 
to God that there is no such prejudice in my State. 
As I have said, if we propose to c olonize any one, 


I shall suggest in good faith to the Senate that we 


coloni ze those who are more dangerous tothe Gov- | 


ernment of this country than are the slaves; who 
produce less, and who can be spared, prov ided we 


can find any Government of any country under | 


heaven that will take them. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WILLEY. Mr. President, | have listened 
with a great deal of pleasure to the e xplanation of 
this bill by the honorable Senator from Illinois, 
and I had hoped that when he came to the third 
section, I should hear him a little more fully in 
explanation of it. I derived great satisfaction and 
instruction from his discussion of the constitu- 
tonal question involved in the other sections of 


this bill; and I should like to have heard his opinion | 


60 


in the galleries. 


| authority in the President 


that we are to pay the expenses with 

Mr. POMEROY. Let me suggest to the Sen- 
ator that the amendment I have indicated will ob- 
viate all that. There are only a few slaveholders, 
and we can easily carry them away. 

Mr. WILLEY. I propose to hang those en- 

caved in the rebellion, and save the e xpense of 
transportation—a remedy much more summary, 
easier, and cheaper, = much better adapted to 
the exigency of the case. [Laughter and applause 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Order! 
| Mr. WILLEY. Mr. President, I have no 
| doubt the honorable Senator from Illinois has 


given his attention tothis matter. I cannot con- 
ceive that he would insert in the bill a provision 
of such great practical importance, without, as we 
commonly say, calculating the Saying 
nothing, then, of the power to raise this money, 
nothing of whether we have the right to vest this 
» | wish to know where 
the means are to come from by which we are to 


cost. 


| transportand colonize in a tropical clime five hun- 


dred thousand ora million of emanc ipated negroes? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was interrupted at the 
moment, and did not hear exactly what the Sen- 
ator from Virginia said about the expense; but 
I have seen an advertisement from a party under- 


| taking to transport them for twenty doll: ursa head. 
| I believe the Senator 


said something r about $500 
a head. 


Mr. WILLEY. The Senator will understand 
that I did not mean to include simply the cost of 
transportation; but I adverted to the ignorance of 
the slave, to his want of habits of self-maintenance 


by Mr. Erneriper, their Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed the bill (S. No. 153) for the 
better organization of the cavalry forces, with an 
amendment, in which the concurrence of the Sen- 
ale was request d. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed an enrolied bill (H. R. 
No, 209) making additional appropriations for the 


| support of the Army for the year ending the 30th 


of June, 1862; and it thereupon received the signa- 
ture of the Vice President. 


CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY. 
Theconsideration ofthe bill (S. No. 151) to con- 
fiseate the property and free the slaves of rebels, 
was resumed as in Committee of the Whole ; 
Mr. TEN EYCK. 1 did not propose to make 
any extended remarks on this bill; and knowing 
that the matter which the Sx nator from Maine 
desired to bring forward, was of infinitely more 
importance than the observations which I am 
about to make here, I, with the greatest of pleas- 
ure, gave way for the passage of his bill. I have 
thought it not amiss, however, in this connection 
to say that I for one here and incon amittee have 
rerarded the third section of this bill, or at least 
the principle established by it, as of the utmost 
importance. The third section may not be per- 
fect, it may not be as efficient as is de sirable; i 
is notas complete and efficient as I desired in com- 
mittee that it should be. Nevertheless, it was 


| thought to be important that the policy of the 
| Government should be declared upon this subject 








l may be in error; but for one I should be oppost d 
to the second section, which provides for the en- 


lareement or liberation of persons held to service 


or labor, unless thie verte section, or a section 
iar to it, be comes a aw also at the same time. 
The chairman of the porch vont the Judiciary 


has alluded to the undoubted settled aversion and 
opposition which the ad opl of the northern sec- 
have to the influx of 
numbers of negroes among their population; tn 
fact, it will not be tolerated. I sce that the Levis- 


about passing 


tion of this Union large 


ture of several States now are 


laws to prohibit the introduction or entry of free 
colored persons within their limits. There is such 
proposition before the Legislature of my own 


State. In our desire to do a work of humanity in 
one section, we have no idea of doing a positive 
wrong and injury to the 
section. 

But, sir, there was another consideration which 
entered into the mind of the committee, or at least 
a portion of them, and it was this: we cannot 
close our eyes to the state of things which must 
cameos | exist in the southern States, where 

ey 9a ive this institution of human slavery, by 
setting at liberty all the slaves that have hereto- 
fore belonged or that the rebels have claimed to 
belong to themselves, and leaving them there in 
ut locality to roam at under the circum- 
tances in which they will be placed in their igno- 
rance, destitution, want of knowledge, and want 
W hat is to become of 
em, and what is to become, under such a state 
of things, of the loyal Union men of the South 
with millions of freed s 


laboring 
anothel 


large 


ef care and providence. 
+} 


slaves left to roam the coun- 
try at large, to go and come when and where they 
will? I may be mistaken in the view which I 
take of this case; but it seems to me that if we 


were by an < nactm¢ nt to declare all the slaves of 


rebels in the South free, without making provis- 
ion of some kind for their removal to a district 
where they may be safe, and where the commu- 
nity may be safe, where they themselves may be 
taken care of, we may have ruin and destruction 
and even all the horrors which have been wit- 
nessed in some of the West India islands reén- 
acted within the borders of the 
It seems tome 


southern States. 
to be entirely inconsistent with the 
safety of those communitic s that such alarge body 
of freed slaves could be kept there uncontrolle d 
and unrestrained except by the power which may 
exist within those States. 

These are the views which operate d upon the 
minds of a portion of the Judiciary Committee in 
insisting upon hé aving this third section incorpo- 
rated in the bill along with the second section. In 
fact I fear that this bill, which by some is consid- 
ered so very important in the present exigencies, 
could not have been reported by the committee 
to the Sens ite, had it not been for the ine orporation 
of the third section, establishing a principle to be 
declared by Congress, with respect to the view 
they entertain of this matter. 

Mr. POWELL. 


I desire, before the question 
is taken, 


to express to the Senate my views upon 
this bill. Loy ppose sd the bill in the Judiciai y Com- 
mittee. I regard it as the mostimportant bill that 
has been, or probably will be before the Senate 
for its consideration, I regard it as not only in- 
expedient, but unconstitutional. I desire a little 
time, however, to arrange my authorities. If the 
Senate will indulge me so far, I move to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill until to-mor- 
row, when, if such be the pleasure of the Senate, 
I shall address them upon it. 

Mr. SUMNER. Before that motion is put, I 
desire to move an amendment which I believe will 
carry out the idea of the Senator from Kansas. 
I concur with the Senator from Kansas ia all he 
has said in relation to the fugitive slave bill. I 
have never called that a law, or evenan act. I 
regard it simply as a bill; stilla bill having no 
authority under the Constitution of the United 
States. There is no fountain in that instrument 
out of which that enormity can be derived. That 
is my idea; I believe it is the idea of the Senator 
from Kaneas. Therefore I concur with him in 
any criticism upon any legislation which may 


seem even in the most indire ‘ct way to recognize 
the existence ofa thing which can have, thank 


God, under the Constitution of the United States 
when prope rly interpreted, no legal existence. 
Therefore, if the language introduced in this bill 
has theeffect which the Senator supposes, ifit does 


classes of 


j 
1} 








in any way recognize ibe « existence of that bill 
certainly. lam against it;and when I listened to the 


| remarksof the Senatorand critic ally examined the 


language, | must say I feared that there was some 
implication or other on our part in favor of that 
bill. I therefore an amendment which 
shall remove al] 
recognition on our part ef that bill, while at the 
same time I believe it will carry out compl tely, 
ade quat ly,ine very re spect, the 
tor from Hlinois in the measure which is now under 
consid: ration, The | mnfuage here 


p ropose 


is as follows: 
And whenever any person claiming to be entitled to the 
service or labor of any other person shall seek to enforce 
such claim, he shall, in the first 
erder for the surrender of the person whose service is 
claimed, establish not only his title to such service, as now 
provided by law, but also that he is and bas been during 
the existing = -Sellion loyal to the Government of the Uni- 


instance and before any 


| ted States. 


| us at this ace of 


last? 


| objection to it. 
;} mittee, 


| until to-morrow or some other day. 


‘ike out all after the word “ be- 
ateenth line, down to the word 
aineteenth line, being these words: 


I propose tu 
fore,’’ in the s 
‘“that,’’ in th 


such implication or possibility of | 


idea of the Sena- | 


Any order for the surrender of the person whose service | 


is claimed, establish not only his title to such service, as 
now provided by law, but also. 

And instead thereof insert: 

Proceeding with the trial of his claim, satisfactorily prove. 

So that the sentence will read: 

He shall, in the first instance and before proceeding with 
the trial of his claim, satistactorily prove that he is and 
has been during the existing rebellion loyal to the Gove rn- 
nent of the United States. 

I believe that this language 
pletely the idea of the Senator from Illinois in the 
measure now be fore us. I think it also carries 
out the idea of the Senator from Kansas; it gives 
all proper efficacy to the language of the statute; 
at the same time, it does not compromise any of 


carries out com- 


nition, direct or indirect, of the fugitive slave bill. 
Mr. COWAN. How long will that provision 


Mr.SUMNER. As-:long as this statute lasts. 

Mr.COWAN. Then a person claiming one 
hundred years from this time would open his 
cause by showing that he was loyal during this 
rebellicn! 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope so certainly, forever. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not think that the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts alters the sentence at all, either its legal 
effect or any implication to arise from it; 
he prefers that language 


the amendment for the committee, but I am en- 
tirely willing that it should be adopted. Ido not 
think it affects the bill at all. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Ifnofurtheramend- 
ment be offered, the bill will be reported to the 
Senate. 


Mr. DAVIS. 


I would thank the honorable 


chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, if he | 


would consent to have this measure postponed 


I do not 


| desire myself to delay the action of the Senate un- 


| reasonably upon this bill; 


shall be postponed until to-morrow or next day, |} 


roe to offer his amendment. 


but Lam not entirely 
prepared to give my views 
this time. I am very strongly opposed to the bill 
in some of its features, and I wish to have an 
opportunity of giving my views upon it. If the 
honorable Senator from Illinois will agree that it 


I shall be obliged to him. 
Mr. POWELL. I have moved to postpone the 


further consideration of the bill until to-morrow, 


Shristian light by a new recog- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





aL 
|| 


though surely my friend from Ke ntucky, [Mr, 





_Febrr uary 25, 


Mr. POWELL. Tox: sir. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Is the bill still in Com. 
mittee of the W hole? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should be glad to have 
the bill taken out of committee : and these amend- 
ments concurred in. Let it come into the Senate. 
[ wish very much that we could act upon it; but 
I cannot resist the application of these ge ntle mi 
to have time to examine so important a bil 








n 


til 


Powet,] who is on the Judiciary Committee, 
has had this bill before him for two months. 

Mr. POWELL. If the Senator will allow me, 
I will state that I said when up before that I op- 
posed the bill in committee, and I only wanted 
lume to arrange my authorities for the constity- 
tional argument which I proposed to make. | 
should be ready to speak now if I had all my au- 
thorities at hand, and will be ready to-morrow. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose the Senator does 
not propose amending the bill, and I ask him to 
let the bill be reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments concurred in. Then I shall not re- 
sist the motion to postpone. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I think I shall want to 
propose an amendment. 

Mr. WADE. You can propose it in the Sen- 
ate just as well. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I think I can. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
open to amendment in the Senate after the amend- 
ments already made in Committee of the Whole 


| shall be agreed to in the Senate. 


but, as | 
, | have, individually, no | 
The bill is reported from a com- | 
and I suppose I have no authority to accept | 


in Opposition to it at | 





and indicated my purpose, if it was the pleasure | 


a Senate, then to address them upon the sub- 


ject. I yielded to the Senator from Massachv- | 


My motion, I un- 


| derstood, was pending. 


| understanding of the Chair. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘That was not the 
The understanding 
of the Chair was that the Senator withdrew his 
motion. 

Mr. POWELL. No, sir; I merely yielded to 
allow the Senator from Massachusetts to offer his 
amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That was equiva- 
lent, however, parliamentarily, to withdrawing 
the motion. The Senator is now understood to 


| renew his motion to postpone the bill until to- 


morrow. 


order 


Mr. DAVIS. I should like myself to propose 
a substitute for the whole bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Reporting the bill to the 
Senate will not prevent that. I only want the 
amendments concurred in. 

Mr. DAVIS. Any position of the bill that will 
not prevent my offering a substitute I have no 
objection to. 

The VICE PRESIDE! NT. Does the Senator 


from Kentucky withdraw his motion for that pur- 
pose? 


Mr. POWELL. Certainly, sir. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, as amended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole were concurred in. 

Mr. POWELL. I now renew my motion to 
postpone the further consideration of the bill until 
to-morrow, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I would ask the Senator 
from Kentucky to name an hour and make it the 
special order, and then I give notice that I shall 
insist upon taking it up and proceeding with it 


Mr. POWELL. I will fix one o’clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kentucky so modifies his motion as to make ita 
special order for one o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have had one special 
order made in my life; and it is for one o’clock 
to-morrow. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose if this is made 
a special order at one o’clock, the oldest special 
order, being the one alluded to by the Senator 
from Vermont, would first be taken up, and then 
this would follow. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That would be the 
Mr. COLLAMER. Very well. 


The motion was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a message of the President of the United States, 
transmitting a copy of an instruction from Prince 
Gortchacow to Mr. De Stoeckl, minister of his Im- 
perial Majesty the Emperor of Russia, accredited 
to this Government, and of a note of the Secretary 


| of State to the latter, relative to the adjustment of 


the question between the United States and Great 
Bri itain, grow ing out of the removal of cert: Lin citi- 
zens of the United States from the British mail 
steamer Trent, by order of the commander of the 
United States war steamer San Jacinto; which, on 


motion of Mr. Sumner, was ordered to lie on the 


| table, and be printed. 


ISSUE OF UNITED STATES NOTES. 


A message from the House of Represe ntatives, 
by Mr. Ernerines, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had agreed to the second report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 240) to 











ni 


of 


to 








1862. 


authorize the issue of United States notes and for 
the redemption or funding thereof and for fund- 
ing the floating debt of the United States. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, from the committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
onthe bill (H.R. No. 240) last mentioned, to whom 
was recommitted the report of the committee of 
conference thereon, submitted the"following re- 
port: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 
240) to authorize the issue of United States notes, and for the 
redemption or funding thereof, and for funding the floating 
debt of the United States, having met, after full and free 
conference have agreed to recommend, and do recommend 
to their respective Houses, as follows: 

That the Senate recede from their second, fourth, and fifth 
amendments. 

That the House of Representatives recede from their dis- | 
agreement to the ninth and fourteenth amendments of the || 
Senate. 

That the Ilouse of Representatives recede from their 
amendment to the Senate’s eighteenth amendment, and | 
agree to the same. | 

That the Senate recede from so much of their tenth 
amendment as proposes to insert words in lieu of the words || 
stricken out, and that the House agree to the said amend- 
ment as so modified. | 

That the House of Representatives recede from its dis- | 
agreementto the Senate’s nineteenth amendment, and agree | 
to the same with the following amendments: afterthe word | 
* goods,” in the second line, strike out the words, “ the pro- | 
ceeds of the sale of the public lands and the proceeds of all | 
property seized and sold under the laws of the United States | 
as the property of rebels,’’ and insert the words, “shall be 
paid in coin or in notes payable on demand, heretofore au- 
thorized to be issued and by law receivable in payment of 
public dues; and the coin so paid;”? and after the word 
‘*taxes,”’ inthe first section of the bill, line twenty-one, in- 
sert “internal ;’? and after the word “ duties,”’ in the same 
line, strike out the word “ imposts;”° and after the word || 
** States,” in the twenty-third line, insert “except duties || 
on imports ;” and in line thirty, after the word “interest,” || 
insert the words * and duties on imports.’’ 

W. P. FESSENDEN, 

JOHN SHERMAN, 

JOHN 8. CARLILE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. | 

‘THADDEUS STEVENS, 

V.B. HORTON, 

C. B. SEDGWICK, 
Managers on the part of the House. 

The report was concurred in. || 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Ernerince, its Clerk, afterwards an- | 
nounced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
an enrolled bill (H. R. No. 240) to authorize the 
issue of United States notes and for the redemp- 
tion or funding thereof and for funding the float- 
ing debt of the United States; and it thereupon | 
recived the signature of the Vice President. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The question being put, there were, on a divis- 
ion—ayes 16, noes 14; not a quorum voting. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, called for the 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is not proper to discuss | 
why we should go into executive session; but it | 
is well known to the Senate that there is business | 
pending in executive session on which the Senate 
ought to act one way or the other. That is all I |) 
have to say. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 22, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Browning, Clark, Collamer, Cowan, 
Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Harlan, Hender- 
son, Howard, Howe, King, Pearce, Pomeroy, Powell, Rice, 


Sumner, Ten Eyck, Wade, and Wilson of Massachu- 
setts—22, 

NAYS —Messrs. Carlile, Chandler, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 
Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Latham, McDougall, Nesmith, | 
Saulsbury, Sherman, Thomson, Trumbull, Wilkinson, | 
Willey, and Wilson of Missouri—l7. 








So the motion was agreed to; and after an exec- 
utive session of two and a half hours, the doors 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, February 25, 1862. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer | 


by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


CLAIMS FOR REBELLION LOSSES. | 





Mr. FENTON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill relating to claims for the loss and de- | 
struction of property belonging to loyal citizens || 
and damages done thereto by the troops of the | 


THE CON 





was read a first and second time, referred to the | 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
TAXATION OF OFFICIAL SALARIES, 

Mr. VAN WYCK, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to tax the salaries of Government 
officers; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 


EFFICIENCY OF THE NAVY. 
Mr. VAN WYCK, by unanimous consent, 


submitted the following resolution; which was | 


read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be di- 
rected to examine into and report the necessity of repeal 
ing the eighth section of the act of Congress to promote the 
efficiency of the Navy, approved December 21, 1861. 


UNITED STATES COMMISSIONERS. 


Mr. MALLORY, by uncnimous consent, sub- | 


mitted the following resolation; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of investing United 
States commissioners with power to issue writs of habeas 
corpus, and to hold persons to bail for good behavior, and 
of increasing the compensation now allowed by lato said 
commissioners, and report by bill or otherwise. 


MISSOURI RAILROADS. 


Mr. HOLMAN. L[ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take from the Speaker’ table 
joint resolution of the House No. 37, which has 
been slightly amended by the Senate. It is the 
joint resolution in relation to certain railroads in 
Missouri. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I object. 

VOTE RECORDED. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Virginia. I was absent yester- 
day when the vote was taken on agreeing to the 
report of the committee of conference on the Treas- 
ury note bill. 


There was no objection, and the vote was so 
recorded. ‘ 
Mr. TRAIN. I call for the regular order of 
business. 
. VIRGINIA CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. WORCESTER. I desire to give notice to 


the House that to-morrow I will call up the report 


of the Committee of Elections in the case of Beach 
vs. Upton. 
BYINGTON VERSUS VANDEVER. 

Mr. DAWES presented an additional paper in 
the lowa contested-election case of Byington vs. 
Vandever, and moved that it be referred to the 
Committee of Elections, and ordered to be printed. 

It was so ordered. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland. 


I ask the unan- 


| imous consent of the House for leave to report a 
| private billfrom the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. TRAIN. 
business. 


The SPEAKER. 


I demand the regular order of 
The question before the 


tleman from Indiana [Mr. Hotman] is entitled to 
the floor. 


REORGANIZATION OF CAVALRY. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Iask the gentleman 
from Indiana to yield to me to move to take from 
the Speaker’s table Senate bill No. 150, for the 
better erganization of the cavalry forces. 

Mr. TRAIN. I withdraw the demand for the 
regular order of business, in order to let the gen- 
tleman from Missouri accomplish what he desires 

Mr. HOLMAN. [I yield tothe gentleman from 
Missouri. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move, then, that 
that Senate bill be taken up from the Speaker’s 
table, in order that it may be put on its passage, 

There was no objection, inl it was so ordered, 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title. It was then read in extenso, as follows: 

That the cavalry forces in the serviee of the United States 
shall hereafter be organized as follows: each regiment of 
cavalry shall have one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, three 


majors, one surgeon, one assistant surgeon, one regimental 
adjutant, one regimental quartermaster, one regimental 


| cOmmissary, One veterinary surgeon, whose compensation 
| shall be seventy-five dollars per mouth, with the rank of 4 


regimental sergeant major, one sergeant major, One quar- 
termaster sergeant, One commissary sergeunt, two hospital 
stewards, one saddier sergeant, one veterinary sergeant, one 
chief trumpeter, and one chief farrier or blacksmith; and 


United States during the present rebellion; which || each regiment shall consist of twelve companies or troops, 


I ask leave now to have my vote | 
| recorded in the affirmative. 
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and each company or troop shall have one captain, one first 
lieutenant, one second lieutenant, and one acting or super 

numerary second lieutenant, to be selected from the non 

commissioned officers of the respective regiments, one first 
sergeant, One quartermaster sergeant, one commissary se: 

geant, five sergeants, eight corporals, two teamsters, two 
tarriers or blacksmiths, one saddler, one wagoner, and 
seventy-eight privates; the regimental adjutants, the regi 

mental quartermasters, and regimental commissaries to be 
taken from the first lieutenants of their respective regi 

ments, but in which they shall continue in the line of pro 

motion: Provided, That vacancies caused by this organt 

zation shall not be considered as original, but shal! be filled 
by regular promotion. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
directed, under such regulations as he may establish, to 
reduce, by transfer, discharge, or otherwise, the volunteer 
cavalry forces now in the service, to forty regiments, each 
of which regiments to be organized as provided for by this 
act. 

Sec. 3. ind be it further enacted, That the officers and 
enlisted men necessarily discharged from service by this 
act, shall, in addition to the allowance granted by existing 
laws, receive each three months’ extra pay proper. 

Sec. 4. and be it further enacted, ‘Thatall officers of cav 
alry who have been or may hereafter be appointed in the 
volunteer forces in the service of the United States shall be 
examined by a board of officers, to be appointed by the See 
retary of War, who shall be familiar with the tactics and 
organization of the mounted or cavalry service of the Uni- 
ted States Army. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


It is very import- 


| ant that that bill should pass at once, in order that 


there may be a reduction in the cavalry regiments 
now in the service. [am directed by the Com- 


| mittee on Military Affairs to move that the reduc- 


tion shall be to fifty instead of to forty regiments, 
as is provided in the second section of the bill of 
the Senate. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Does this bill apply to 
regiments already organized ? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Itdoes. Itisintended 
to reduce the entire number of regiments now in the 
service. There are now in the service seventy-eight 
regiments and incomplete regiments of cavalry. 
Many of them have no horses, arms, or equip- 
ments. It is difficult to procure arms for them. 


| Many of them, as they are now, are utterly worth- 


less for any good to the country. At all events, 
it is impossible to put them actively in the field. 
They are designated and mustered in as cavalry, 


| and yetthey have no saddles or horses or carbines, 


and they cannot be furnished with them; and they 


| are of great expense, because they are paid as cav- 


alry. ‘They are of no use and they cannot be made 
ofany use. It is estimated that this bill, if it is 
passed, will reduce the expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the cavalry arm at least one fourth. At 
the same time it will make that arm of the service 
more efficient than it is at present. These state- 
ments | make upon the best information which 
could be obtained by the Committee on Military 


Affairs. 


| man from Missouri a question. 


Mr. HUTCHINS. I wish to ask the gentle- 


While the bill 


| provides for the reduction of the cavalry forces of 


the United States down to forty regiments, does 
it provide that the disbanded regiments shall be 


| mustered out of service, or that they shall be 


|| transferred to the infantry service? 
House is the homestead bill, on which the gen- | 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The bill as it comes 
from the Senate reduces the number of cavalry 


| regiments to forty. The Committee on Military 


Affairs move to amend it by making the number 
fifty, instead of forty. The number of regiments 
now in the service is seventy-eight. Many of that 
number are incomplete. hose that may be re- 
tained will, of course, be filled up to their maxi- 
mum strength. Those that remain, excepting 
those who are disabled and unfit for any service, 
may be transferred to infantry regiments. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The second section of 
the bill will answer the question of the gentleman 
from Ohio. It provides— 

‘““That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed, under such regulations as 
he may establish, to reduce, by transfer, discharge, or other- 
wise, all the volunteer cavalry forces now in the service to 
forty regiments, each of which regiments to be organized 

as provided for by this act.”’ 

The Committee on Military Affairs move to 
strike out “‘forty’’ and insert ‘fifty’? in lieu 
thereof, 

Let me ask the gentleman from Missouri how 
many regiments of cavalry there are now. fully 
equipped? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, Ido not know the 
exact number. I know that there are many in- 

| complete cavalry regiments now in the service. 

As I have said, some are not even mounted or 
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thany kind of weapon. ‘They cannot ac- 
re, any kind of training—they could 
not be exp ed to: and as they can be of no use 


tot country, they ought not longer to be kept 


A mer e was received from the Senate by Mr. 
Forney, its Seere y, notifying the House that 
it dy had referred back to the committee of 
ynference the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
[reasury note bill. 

Mr.STEVENS. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the Hlouse that the House also re-refer the dis- 
arrecing votes of the two Houses to the committee 
of conference heretofore appointed. I understand 
that the Senate think there is a provision of the 
bill which ought to be amended, and hence the 
action which they have taken on the report of the 


committee of conference, which the House adopted 


It was so ordered. 
REORGANIZATION OF CAVALRY-—AGAIN. 


Mr. McKNIGHT. Does the gentleman from 
Missouri prepose to call for the previous question 
on WS Ulli Tt 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Not so long as any- 


dy d il »> speak on the subject. 


Mr. M Ix NIGHT. ] would like to have a vote 
of the Lik use between the provision of the bill to 


reduce the number to forty and the amendment to 

duce only to fifty cavalry regiments. Iam in 
favor myself of the Senate bill, which provides for 
tl reduction to forty regiments. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. ‘The question will of 


course come before the House between the amend- 
ments of the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the provision of the Senate bill. 

Mr. McK NIGHT. Doesthe gentleman think 
it, under the provi ions of this bill, the Presi 
dent will have the power to incorporate parts of 

regiments into other regiments? 


Mr. BI 


‘ non be 
tO MAKE t 


He will have power 
| regiments of cavalry 


AIR. of Missouri. 


4 
ip iorty or ily tul 


rth now in servi and he will have the 
power to transfer the remaining ones to infantry 
or arullery regiments, as he may think proper. 
The halt, the mnaimed, and the blind he will mus- 
ter out of service. 
Mr. TROWBRIDGE. Will the organization 
of the cavalry regiments as now proposed reduce 
the number of non-commissioned officers of regi- 


m 3 now fu 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It will not; but it 
; | 


will rather ease the number of non-commis- 
ed officers, in order to give more efficiency to 
thatarm of the service. 


1 


Mr. BAXTER. Has the President the right 
to transfcr men enlisted as cavalry to infantry 


,ALR, of Missouri. He will have that 
pass this bill, There area great many 
men enlisted in cavalry regiments who do not 


- 
_ 
Some op 


know how to ride a horse, and it weuld tale the | 


whole time of the war to teach them, and some 


perhaps never could be taught. Thereis no hard- || 


ship, therefore, in transferring those men from the | 


cavalry to the infantry service for which they are 
alone fit. : : 

Mr. McK NIGHT. Will all those who cannot 
ride be turned over to the infantry service? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Ido not know: but 
tliat would seem to be the rational course. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Whatis the expens: per 
week of a cavalry regiment? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It is estimated that 
the expense of a cavalry regiment is $1,000,000 
per year, I demand the previous question on the 
bill and amendment. 

Mr.STEVENS. Let me ask the gentieman 
a question. Is it explicitiy provided in the bill 
that the regiments which may be disbanded shall 
be put into another branch of the service; or are 
they to be discharged from the service altogether, 
and cease to draw any compensation? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


ority to the Presid 


The bill gives au- 
, in his discretion, to trans- 
fer the men from disbanded regiments to other 
cavalry regiments or to the infantry or artillery 
arm, or he may discharge them from the service 
altogether. 


Mr. STEVENS. Suppose they are discharged: 





Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Yes, sir; three 
months’ extra pay to every discharged man. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope my friend from Mis- 
souri will allow me to suggest an amendment to 
that bill. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I am willing to hear 
the amendment the gentleman may have to sug- 


ore 
e 


Mr. HOLMAN. The amendment I would 
suggest is in the nature of a proviso, that in re- 
ducing the number of cavalry regiments regard 
shall be had to the number of troops furnished by 
each of the several States, equalizing, as near as 
may be, the number of cavalry regiments in pro- 
portion to the whole number of regiments fur- 
nished by each State. 

1 will suggest that the cavalry is deemed to be 
a very desirable arm of the service, and that some 
States have a very large body of cavalry in the 
field in proportion to the whole number of troops 
in the service, while other States have little or no 
cavalry in the field. It seems to me, therefore, 
that in making this reduction some regard should 
be had to equalization. I, however, merely make 
the suggestion; I will not offer the amendment 
unless it meets the concurrence of the gentleman 
from Missouri. ; 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I should be very 
bjectof the gentleman carried out; 
but it is impossible to do itentirely. I willsay, 
howevtr, to the gentleman from Indiana that I 
think he is mistaken in his remark that the cav- 
alry is the most desirable arm of the service. | 
think every gentleman, who is at all familiar with 
the service, knows that it is, perhaps, the least 
desirable arm of service in the Army. It is the 
most exposed, it is the most laborious, and not 
so profitable as the artillery or engineers. So that 
the amendment would only serve to embarrass 
the Executive in the selection of these regiments. 
In selecting the regiments, where the officers are 
best, and the men the best, I do not care from 
what State they come. If they recommend them- 


rlad to see theo 


selves by their skill and soldierly conduct, they | 


ought to be retained, no matter from what State 
they come. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. 
yicld to me for a moment? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Yes, sir; I will hear 
the gentleman. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING., I wish to inquire of 
the gentleman from Missouri whether the three 
months’ extra pay provided for in the third section 
of the bill is to be given to soldiers who are to be 
transferred us well as to those who are discharged? 
The gentleman from Missouri has told us that it 
is the expectation of the Military Committee that 
the able-bodied and competent men not retained 
as cavalry will be transferred to regiments in other 
arms of the service. He has also told us that the 


Will the gentleman 


|| old, the halt, the lame, and blind—lI quote his lan- 


guage—will be discharged altogether. Now, what 
i want to know is, whether the extra compensa- 


| tion provided for is to inure to the benefit of those 
transferred to other arms of the service as wellas | 


to those discharged? 
It does appear to me—and I make the remark 


now so that I need not ask the indulgence of the | 
|| gentleman again—that neither of these parties 


ought to receive any extra compensation what- 


ever, ‘Those who are transferred will stand upon || 
precisely the same footing as others in the arm of | 


| service to which they are transferred. And those 


is there any extra compensation connected with it? || 


who are discharged for the reason of physikal dis- 
ability ought not to receive extra compensation 
for the reason that they were never properly in 
the service at all. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The language of | 


the bill is, that those who are discharged will be 
entitled to three months’ extra pay, not those who 
are transferred. None, therefore, receive the three 
months’ extra pay except those who are dis- 
charged. That, I believe, answers the gentleman’s 


|| question. 
As for the opinion of the gentleman that none | 


of those men should be entitled to any extra com- 
pensation at all, 1 think differently. I have no 
objection, however, to permitting the gentleman 
to offer the amendment if he desire to have a vote 
upon it in the House. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. With the permis- 


sion of the gentleman from Missouri, I will offer 
that amendment. I will merely remark that those | 
incompetent men, I take it for granted, will re- 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ February 25, 


ceive their monthly pay for the time they are in 
the service, notwithstanding their incompetency. 
I think, therefore, they are entitled to no extra 
compensation; and I will move to strike out that 


yrovision, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I yield for the gen- 
tleman to offer his amendment, merely remarking 
that many of,these men have been disabled while 
in the service; and it would, of course, be injus- 
tice to them to discharge them without extra com 
pensation. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will say that no 
amendment is at this time in order except as an 
amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. If it be germane to 
the amendment, I will move it as an amendnient 
to the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not 
germane, or he would not have suggested that it 
is not in order. an 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move the previous 
que stion, then, upon my amendment. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The amendment striking out * forty,’’ and in- 
serting *‘ fifty,’’ was agreed to. ; 

Mr. F.A.CONKLING. I now movetoamend 
by striking out the third section of the bill. 

The section was reported, as follows: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the officers and 
enlisted men necessarily discharged from the service by this 


act shall, in addition to the allowances granted by existing 
laws, receive each three months’ extra pay proper. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. [trust the gentleman 
from New York will withdraw that amendment, 
and if not, that the House will disagree to it. 
When these men have enlisted in good faith, and 
are turned out without their consent, I think they 
should have their pay. I hope the amendment will 
not be adopted. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move the previous 
question upon the engrossment and third reading 
of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. F. A. Conx- 
LING was disagreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INDEMNIFICATION OF UNION MEN. 


Mr. GRIDER, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and higreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
take into consideration the expediency of providing by law 
some act to indemnify the Union men in the third and 
other congressional districts in Kentueky who have been 
damaged or impoverished by the army of the so-called south- 
ern confederacy, their aiders, and abettors; and that they 
report by bill or otherwise. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


The SPEAKER stated the regular order of busi- 
ness to be the consideration of the homestead bill, 
upon which the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Hoxtman] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HOLMAN. This bill has been postponed 
from time to time, and now, in order that it may 
be finally disposed of within some reasonable 
period, I will move that it be postponed unt the 
day after to-morrow, and that it be made a special 
order. 

There being no objection, the bill was accord- 
ingly postponed until the day after to-morrow, and 
made a special order. 


TAX ON COTTON. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, by unanimous con- 


; . : 1 
sent, submitted the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Whereas the unexampled financial necessities of the 
country demand that the basis of taxation should include 
all the available means in such manner as to create a cer- 
tain revenue as a security for its indebtedness; and inas 
much as the estimates of revenue from duties are uncert 
in consequence of the great economy of the people, inci- 
dent to the existing war: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of levying 4 tax 
of three cents per pound on cotton, and making such tax & 
lien thereon, and, also, prohibiting any person or persons, 
corporate company, or any association of individuals. from 
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carrying or trmsporting the same until such tax shall have 
been paid, under proper and adequate penalties; and that 
they report Ly bill or otherwise. 


UNITED STATES JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 


The SPEAKER announced the regular order 
of business as being the unfinished reports of com- 
mittees, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. No. 116) to amend the act of the 
3d of March, 1837, entitled **An act supplement- 
ary to the act entitled ‘An act to amend the judi- 
cial system of the United States.’ ”’ 

Mr. BINGHAM. 1 desire to offer an amend- 
ment to that bill. 

The SPEAKER. There is an amendment 
already pending, reported from the Judiciary 
Committee by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
Bincuam. | 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

On page 2, line twenty, strike out the word “ lowa,” and 
insert the following: el be 

And in the district of Towa, at the capital of said State, 
on the second Tuesday of May and November of each year. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I appeal to my friend 
from Lowa to let the bill lie over fora short time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I do not know that I have 
any particular interest in urging: the passage of 
the bill more than any other me mber has. I think 
that it ought to be considered at this time. It lies 
over as unfinished business. 

The SPEAKER. If the bill be postponed till 
any particular day, it will take its place as unfin- 
ished business for that day. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Then I move that it be 
postponed until next Monday. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I hope it will be post- 
poned to a more distant day. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I hope not. 

The SPEAKER. Letthe amendment reported 
by the Committee on the Judiciary be read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

After the word “‘ that,’ in the third section, insert * the 
district court of the United States for the districts of Texas, 
Florida, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, and Kansas, shall 

entiuue in the exercise of the same jurisdiction as if this 
act had not been passed, until the first day of the term of 
the circuit court constituted by this act in said districts, and 
that;?? so that it will read: 

V'hat the district court of the United States for the dis- 
tricts of ‘Texas, &c., and that all actions, suits, prosecu- 
tlons, causes, pleas, processes, and other proceedings rel- 
itive to any cause, civil or criminal, (which might have 
been brought, and could have been originally cognizable in 
a circuit court,) now pending in or returnable to the several 
district courts of Texas, Florida, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
lowa, and Kansas, acting as circuit courts, (or so empow- 
ered to act,) on the Ist day of April next, shall be, and are 
hereby declared to be, respectively, transferred, returnable, 
and continued to the several circuit courts constituted by 
this act, to be holden within the said districts, respectively; 
and shall be heard, tried, and determined therein in the 
same manner as if originally brought, entered, prosecuted, 
or had in such circuit courts. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has received an 
ame ee to the amendment reported by the Ju- 
diciary Committee. Until that be disposed of no 
other amendment will be in order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I offer it as an amendment 
to the amendment offered by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Does my friend object 
to having the bill recommitted to his committee? 

Mr. BINGHAM. No, sir. In order to save 
the bill, | move to recommit it to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
acreed to. 

SALE OF POSTAGE STAMPS. 


The SPEAKER stated the next business in 
order to be the consideration of a bill (H.R. No. 
216) respecting the sale of postage stamps and en- 
velopes, reported by the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. COLFAX. I move that the consideration 
of this bill be postponed for two weeks from to-day. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
acreed to. 


VISITORS TO THE DISTRICT JAIL. 


The SPEAKER stated the next busigess in or- 
der to be the consideration of a report’(No. 11) 
as to what orders have been issued by Ward H. 
Lamon, marshal of the District of Columbia, de- 
signed to exclude Senators, Representatives, and 
others from admission to the District jail as visitors. 

Mr. BLAKE. The gentleman from New York 

Mr. are made this report is not now 
in his seat e requested me, if it should come 





up in ‘tle absence, to nb its siastponeinent till to- 
morrow. I make that motion. 
The question was taken; and the 
agret d to. 
POSTAL MONEY ORDER SYSTEM. 
The SPEAKER stated the 
order to be the co 


mot ion was 


business mm xt in 
sideration of an unfinished re- 
port from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, being a bill to establish a postal 
money order system; the question being on the 
engrossment and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was read. It authorizes the Postmas- 
ter General, in order to promote public conveni- 
ence, é and to insure greater security in the transfer 
of money through the United States mails, to es- 
tablish, under such rules and regulations as he 
may find expedient and necessary, a uniform 
money order system at all post offices which he 


| may deem suitable therefor, and which shall be 


3) 


designated and known as ‘‘ money order offices; 
it makes it the duty of the deputy postmaster at 
every money order office to issue, in such manner 
and form as the Postmaster General may pre- 
scribe, an order for a sum of money payable by 
the deputy postmaster of any other money order 
office, which the person applying therefor may 
select, and the deputy postm: aster who issues such 
order shall be required to send through the mails 
without delay, to the de puty postmaster on w hon a 
it is drawn due notice thereof, and he shall not 
deliver such order to the applicant therefor until 
the latter shall first have deposited with him the 
amount of money for which such order is drawn, 
together with the proper charge or commission 
therefor. 

Mr. BLAKE. There are some amendments 
suggested by the Post Office Department which I 
desire to have passed upon. ‘The first is as fol- 
lows: 

Line twenty-seven, section one, strike out “ thirty’? and 
insert * fifty ;?? so that the clause will read : 

And it shall not be lawful for any deputy postmaster to 
issue a money order on any other deputy postmaster with 
out having previously received the money therefor, and any 
person who shall violate this provision shall be deemed 
guilty of misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shal! be 
fined in any sui not less than fifty nor more than five hun 
dred dollars. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BLAKE. I moveto amend in section three, 
line three, by striking out * fifty’’ and inserting 
‘* thirty;’’ so that it will read: Y 

Sec. 3. 4nd he it further enacted, That no money order 
shall be issued for any sum less than one or more than thirty 
dollars. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS, of California. I desire to offer 
an amendment to this section, by inserting as fol- 
lows: 

Nor shall more than one ord 


er be given to any one person 
on the same day. 


Mr. BLAKE. Ifthe gentleman from Califor- 


nia will permit me to get through with the amend- 
ments suggested by the Department, he may then 
offer such amendments as he chooses. 

Mr. PHELPS, of California. I withdraw my 
amendment for the present if the gentleman from 
Ohio desires to get thr ugh with his own first, 

Mr. BLAKE. Ido. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that this 
proceeding is entirely by unanimous consent 

Mr. BLAKE. I move to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
The motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr Nicotay, 
his Private Secretary. 

Also, a message notifying the House that the 
President had approved and signed an act (H.R. 
No. 286) making an appropriation to illuminate 
the public buildings; and 

An act (H.R. No. 156) making appropriations 
for the construction, preser Vareems and repair of 
certain fortifications and other works of defense 
for the year ending 30th June, 1863, and additional 
appropriations for the year ending 30th June, 
1562 

ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Cagnmittee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 
amined and found truly enrolled, a bill (H.R. 
No. 209) making additional appropriations for the 
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support of f the Amy for the year_ending 30th of 

June, 1862: when the Speaker signed the same. 
The SPEAKER stated the business next in 

order to be the call of committees for re ports. 


BRANCH MINT "'N COLORADO, 


Mr. MAYNARD, from the Committee of Ways 
wd Means, report d back a bill (H. R. No. 287) 
to establish a branch of the mint of the United 
States at Denver, in the Territory of Colorado; 
the question being on its engrossment and third 
reading, 

The bill was read. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I propose to occupy the 
attention the House for a few minutes while I 
state the ‘ws which the Committee of Ways 

and Means had in re porting this bill for the action 
of the House. 

Mr. HOL M AN. I raise the question of order 
whether this bill, inasmuch as it makes an affpro- 
priation, must not be considered in Committee of 
the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. : 

Mr. MAYNARD. 1 suggest that the appro- 
priation in this bill is merely an incident to the 
p rine ipal quest ion, w hich is the question of estab- 
lishing a br anch mint. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from In- 
diana makes the point of order, the rule on the 
subject is imper ait 

Mr. MAY NA RD. I submit to the considera- 
tion of the gentleman from Indiana that this is not 
an appropriation bill. ‘The question is whether 
a branch mintof the United States shall be estab- 
lished in Colorado. If so, the appropriation fol- 
lows asa matter of course. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw the point of 
order. 

Mr. TRIMBLE. I renew it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Then I move that the bill 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and made a special order for 
this day week. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Ido notthink that this 
bill should be made a special order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Then I move that it be re- 
committed to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The motion was agreed to 

Mr. SARGENT. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to occupy three minutes in ref 
erence to a subject similar to thatembraced in this 
bill. Early in the session a bill was introduced 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce, for 
the establishment of a branch mintin Nevada Ter- 
ritory. I believe that bill has not yet been re- 
ported back. I desire to call the attention of that 
committee to the importance of that bill, and to 
its greater relative importance, perhaps, than that 
of this bill. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 


| their Secretary, announced to the House that the 


Senate had passed a joint resolution to amend an 
act, entitled ** An act to carry into effect conven- 
tions between the United States and the republics 
of New Granada and Costa Rica,’’ in which the 
concurrence of the House was requested. 


BRANCH MINT IN COLORADO——AGAIN 


Mr. SARGENT. 1 am informed by what I 
believe to be reliable testimony, that there are now 
yielded from the Nevada gold and silver mines 
from two to — millions of dollars in value a 
month, while the mines about Denver City yield 
only about t! a amount a year; and if itis im- 
portant that there should be a mint at Denver City, 
it is more important that there should be ie mint 
in Nevada Te rritory. The inhabiiants of Nevada 

rrecutoff | by an almostimpassable mountain range 
from the San Francisco mint for several months 
in the year, and at all seasons have to pay an 
enormous percentage for transportation of their 
metals. I would suggest to the Committee on 
Commerce, to which that bill was referred, that, 
if possible, they make a report upon that bill go 
that it may be considered at the same time as the 
bill reported by the gentleman from Tennessee 
{[Mr. Maywarp.] 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Ifthe gentleman from 
Tennessee, who now holds the floor, will allow 
me, I wish to refer to the remarks of the gentle- 
man from California; and to recall to the House 

statement in reference to this matter which | 
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days ago. It was that there had 


made a f 
ntwo ls introduced for the establishment of 
m 0 n Colorado Territory, which went to 
CG nit of Ways and Means; and another 
f stablishment of a mint in Nevada Terri- 
which went to the Committee on Commerce; 
i that Lb th ought to be referre | to the same 
committee—either to the Committee of Ways and 
Means or to the Committee on Commerce. And 
| would move now, inasmuch as the gentleman 


has mentioned the subject, that the Committee on 
discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill for the establishment of a 
mint in Nevada Territory, and that it be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and that 
they consider the two bills together. I believe, 
with the gentleman from California, that while 
there is a necessity for the establishment of a mint 
at Denver, there is a still stronger necessity for 
the establishment of a mintin Nevada Territory, 
and for the reasons he has suggested. 

The SPEAKER. The motion can only be 


made by unanimous consent. 


Commerce be 


Mr.SARGENT. I will request the gentleman 
from Tennessee to yit ld to allow the motion to be 
made . 

Mr. MAYNARD. I will yield for that pur- 
pose, 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I submit the motion. 

The motion was agre ed lo; and the Committee 


on Commerce was discharged from the further 
sideration of the said bill, and it was referred 
to the Committee of Waysand Means. 

Che SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee to 
recommit the bill to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 


col 


Mr. KELLEY. [ask the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to yield to me for a single suggestion, to 
wit, that a proposition for the establishment of a 


mint for coinage in New York city be also referred 
to the same commiuttce. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I object to that. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The questions of establish- 
ing mints in Nevada and Colorado, are questions 
entirely distinct from the propriety of establishing 
1 mint for coinage in New York city. The prop- 
‘or the establishment ofa mintin Colorado 
ommended by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury in his annualreport. Of course the Commit- 
tee of Waysand Means have no feeling about the 
matter, other than to promote the general pecu- 
y interests of the country. It isa measure 
recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and for that reason we do not wish this bill re- 
ferred generally to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, where it will never be 
eached, It is a matter which ought to receive 
the early action of the House, and therefore I in- 
sist upon my motion that the bill be recommitted 
to the Committee of Ways and Means; and upon 
that motion I call the previous question. 

Mr. BENNET. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, I wish to make a sin- 
gle remark. 


LLIOLD Te 


niary 


Mr. MAYNARD. I will withdraw my demand | 


in favor of the gentleman from Colorado. 

Mr. BENNET. I desire to make a single 
remark in reply to the gentleman from Illinois, 
and the gentleman from California. The condi- 
tion of Colorado Territory, and the necessities for 
the establishment of a mint there, are entirely 
different from those which relate to the establish- 
ment of a mintin Nevada Territory or in New 
York city. 
the House, too, is very different, as remarked by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp. } 


The 


This measure was recommended by the Secretary | 


of the Treasury in his annual report, and it is 
based, I believe, upon statistics furnished by the 


Mint at Philadelphia of the annual yield of gold 


in the Territory of Colorado. 
The gentleman from California says that the 


mines of Nevada Territory yield three millions of 


dollars a month, while those of Colorado yield 


only about three millions a year. Now, I want to | 


say that if the statistics from these different Ter- 
ritories show that fact, I have not read them cor- 
rectly. 


Sen Francisco, while Colorado Territory is over 
twenty-five hundred miles, by overland travel, 
from any mint or assay Office. 


That Territory has been settled only alittle over | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


condition of the matter before | 


And even granting it to be so, Nevada || 
Territory is within a short distanee of the mintat || 


| States to be a 


two years, and its mines have yielded this last 
year over two millions of dollars. The first year | 
they yielded only $4,000; the next year over six 
hundred thousand dollars; the next fiscal year 
over two millions of dollars; and if we 
in that ratio, by another year the Territory of 
Colorado will yi Id, perhaps, seven or eight mil- 
lions of dollars; and | believe that will be the case. 
I do not see, then, why, or upon what basis, 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wasnsurne] 
says that there is a much greater necessity for the 
establishment of a mint in Nevada than there is 
for one in Colorado. The establishment of a mint 


progress 


in Colorado is recommended by the Secretary of | 


the Treasury, and nothing is said by him in ref- 
erence to the establishment of a mint in Nevada 
Territory. Having said thus much, I will yield 
the floor for the present. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I renew my call for the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


VISITORS TO DISTRICT JAIL. 


Mr. FENTON. I understand that the consid- 
eration of the report of the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, in reference to visitors to the 


jail of the District of Columbia was this morn- 


ing, upon the motion of my friend from Ohio, 
{Mr. Biake,] postponed until to-morrow. He 
understood that I was to be absent only until to- 
morrow; and hence he made the motion. I will 
state to the House that I shall be absent several 
days; and if there is no objection upon the part 
of the House, and as the gentleman who made 


| the report [Mr. Dexano] is absent, I willask that 
| the consideration of that report be postponed for 


three wecks. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. | object. 

Mr. FENTON. If objection is made, I move 
to reconsider the vote by which the matter was 


| postponed until to-morrow. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I hope the gen- 
tleman will indicate an earlier day, and that he 
will make the matter a special order. It has al- 
ready been postponed from time to time, and it 
ought to be disposed of. I am willing to postpone 
the consideration of the reporta reasonable length 
of time, if the gentleman will have it made a spe- 
cial order, so that it may be taken up for consid- 
eration. 

Mr. FENTON. 
reconsider. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question then reeurred upon the motion of 
Mr. Biake, to postpone the consideration of the 
report until to-morrow. 

Mr. FENTON. I move to amend that motion 
by making the time three weeks; and upon that 
I call the previous question. 


I adhere to my motion to 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the amendment was agreed to, 
and the motion, as amended, was agreed to. 

So the consideration of the report was postponed 
for three weeks. 

Mr. FENTON moved to reconsider the vote 


last taken; and also moved to lay the motion to || 


reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOHN WILSON. 


Mr. HUTCHINS, from the Committee of | 


Claims, made a report in the case of John Wil- 
son, accompanied by the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House pay to John Wil- 
son, out of the contingent fund of the House, for his ser 
vices in superintending and directing the preparation of the 
maps of the land States for the use of the Committee on 
Public Lands, ordered by the resolution of the House of 


May 4, 1548, at the rate of $1,500 per annum from May 4, | 
1848, to January 14, 1852, during the time he was engaged 


in that service. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 
Mr. ELIOT, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, reported a bill requiring an cath of allegi- 
ance and to — rt the Constitution of the United 
ministered to masters of American 


vessels clearing for foreign or other ports during 


BE. 





| 


I move that the report be 





February 25, 


the present rebellion; which was reaga first and 
second time. 

Mr. ELIOT. I will simply say, in regard to 
that bill, that I have letters in my hand from the 
Departments of State and of the Treasury, call- 
ing for some such action on the part of Con- 
gress, and stating that the experience of the Goy- 
ernment has rendered it necessary that such legis- 
lation should be had. 1 ask that the bill be now 
put upon its passage. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ELIOT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. . 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE AT THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. COLFAX. Iam directed by the Commut- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, under the 
instructions of the House, to report back a bill 
establishing a post office in or at the Capitol; but 
1 am also unanimously instructed by them to say 
that they are adverse to the passage of the bill; 
and unless some gentleman desires to speak upon 
it, I move to lay it upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


POSTAL MONEY ORDER SYSTEM. 


Mr. BLAKE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported back with an 
amendment in the nature ofa substitute, bill of the 
House No. 244, toestablish amoney order system. 

The substitute was read. 

Mr. BLAKE. Mr. Speaker, the importance 
of this bill to the people, and the great necessity 
there is for some safe, practicable method whereby 
small sums of money can be transmitted from one 
section of our country to another, induce me to 
ask the attention of the House for a short time in 
the discussion of its provisions. This bill has 
been purposely made somewhat general in its char- 
acter, upon the presumption that should such a 
system be adopted, the arrangement of its details 
might be safely left to experience. It may bi 


|| found advisable to confine the system at first, as 


| was the case in England, to a limited number of 
offices. The practical results of its operation at 

| these offices during acertain period would furnish 
valuable information for subsequent guidance. 

This bill authorizes the Postmaster General to 
establish a uniform money order system at all 
post offices which he may deem suitable therefor, 
designating them as ‘* money order offices,”’ the 
| postmasters at such offices to issue orders for pay- 
ment ee? point where such money order offices 
are located, to any person who deposits from one 
dollar to thirty dollars,and pays the required fee: 
five cents for any sum from one dollar to ten 
dollars, and five cents for every additional sum of 
ten dollars, or any less sum than ten dollars. 

The bill forms a system by which money can 
be sent through the mails at avery little expense, 
and with perfect safety, making not only a con- 
| venient channel for business men and others, who 

|| have occasion to remit money, but affording the 
| best and cheapest facilities for our soldiers to for- 
|| ward money to their families and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, this system will not only be safe 
and convenient to the people, but it will be a 
source of revenue to the Government, now so 

| much needed to put down this gigantic rebellion, 
to sustain the Constitution, and preserve the 

MeUnion. 

|| _ [tis a fact, that no one can deny who has taken 

| the trouble to inform himself on that subject, 


| 
| 
| 


| 
|| that in our postal arrangements we are far behind 
'| England; and but for the crisis that is upon us, 
I should urge radical reform in our whole sys- 
|| tem. But now, when the nation is struggling for 
| life, it would not be wise to agitate any new and 
untried experiment that might possibly involve 
the nation in debt in the effort. The English 
Government, after about twenty years’ trial of 
|| the cheap postage and money order system, with 
| an increasifig prosperity every year, now receives 
from postage and the issuing of money orders 
a clear revenue of $17,000,000 annually; wht! 
we, under our system, are so far behind that Con 
gress is now at work to meet a deficiency of 
| nearly five millions. Now, here is a difference o! 
$22,000,000 between the American and the Eug- 
lish postal system, and this vast difference cannot 


| 
1] 





awed 


eo Aw a 


~ 





be without a cause. The cost of jeansportation 
will not explain it, although the Government pays 


to rfilroad companies and steamboat companies 
ae more than it ought fi yy carry ing the mt ills, 
yet our W hole cost for that purpose 1s but about 


six millions of dollars; while the cost in England 
for carrying the mails is about half as much. The 
true re ason for the result found between the two 
systems is, that the English is far in advance of 
ours in sim] lic ity, utility, and cheapness; and as 
we advance towards that system England has 
adopted w ‘ith so much success, we shall find the 
same results follow here as there. The establish- 
ent of the mone y order syst m is only one st ep 
in ai right direction; and it is hoped others will 
follow as soon as the condition of a country will 
admit. ‘This system of banking on a small scale 
through the me ‘dium of drafts or orders from one 
ost office to another, has been adopted in several 
aes an countries with great success. 


tance isguarantied by the Government. In France 
money orders in the postal arrangement have been 
in use for many years. 

In Canada the same system has been in opera- 
tion for several years, and proved its own utility 
and practicability. But in England the business 
of remitting money through the mails by means 
of money orders has been reduced to the greatest 
simplicity and to the least expense; and there, too, 
the system js of the greatest utility to the people, 
and a source of revenue to the Government. The 
money orde 

vate enterprise, commence .d in the year 1792 by 
three officers of the post office de spartment, who 
drew orders on certain postmasters, and they drew 
on them in return; their charges were high, and 


varied with the amount to be remitted; the sys- 


tem had no uniformity, simplicity, convenience, or || engrossed and 


cheapness to commend it, and, as a consequence, 
was of litle or no benefit to the people, and small 
profit to the persons engaged in the business. In 
1838 the money order system was adopted by the 
Government and made a branch of the post office 
departmentof England. In November, 1840, the 
commissions were reduced to threepence for sums 
not exceeding two pounds sterling, and sixpence 
for all sums exceeding two pounds, but not ex- 
ceeding five pounds. 

Now, what is the result in a revenue point of 
view? In 1838, the number of persons employed 
in the money order business was 3; in 1841, 57; 
and now, 112 clerks, for 2,594 money order offices; 
and in the Canadian money order bureau 6 for 
225 similar offices. The salaries inthe London 
money order office in 1839 amounte -d to the sum 
of $6,128; and in 1854, to $91,810. The number 
of money orders issued in 1839 was 188 921, and 
the amount of money remitted for that year was 
$1,565,623; and in 1854, a period of about sixteen 
years after the adoption of the system, the num- 
ber of orders for that year was 5,466,244, and 


system of England was first a pri- || 


their fac iliti es for bidew enineati; ‘al from their 


| limited territory, could afferd to do without the 
money order system far better than the people of | 


| be appointed to handle the mail matt: 


this country, with an empire extending from ocean 
to ocean, a population scattered, and the want of 
facilities in many sections for the transmission of 
money with safety. The system of registered let- 
ters, as it has proved itself to be in this country, 
under our present arrangement, is but a conven- 
ient met! inting out the valuable letters 
for any thief to steal them who may chance to 
It is, in- 
company would be with- 
out any liability in case of loss. : 

Mr. Speaker, it is the duty - Government to 


od of no 


deed, what an assurance 


|| provide some safe and practicable system to rem- 


| edy this evil that all so generally and justly com- 


|| plain of. 


In Ger- || 


many a certain percentage is paid, and the remit- || what its practic al results will be, commends itself 


¥ he money order system being no new 
and untried experiment, requiring vast sums of 
money to put it in oper ration, without knowing 


for its che apness sutility, and safety, to the favor- 
able consid ration hl all. It costs comparatively 
nothing to try t has been a great convenience 
to the pe ople an oe a source of revenue to the Gov- 
ernment in all countries where it has been faith- 


| fully tried; and I predict the same results here, if 


a fair trial is given to it. This system will havea 
beneficial effect on the Post Office Department by 


| excluding money from the mails, and this alone 


|| main question ort 


should give ita favorable consideration; but I will 
not take up the time of the House in explaining 
the bill further, and I now ask for the previous 
question on its passage. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
\ red. 
The substitute was agreed to. 
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‘Unies -d States, upon the application of the parties 
claiming or owning the same, but nothing in the 
iw requiring the executive officers to survey land 
ume or granted under any law of the United 
States shall be construed either to authorize such 
officers to pass upon the validity of the titles 
granted by or under such laws, or to give any 
rreater effect to the surve ys made by them than 
to make such survey prima facie evidence of the 
true location of the land claimed or granted; nor 
shall aay such grant be deemed incomplete for the 
wantofa survey or patent when the land granted 
may be ascertained without a surve y or patent. 
Mr. WILSON. By act of March 3, 1807, a 
board of commissioners were authorized to pass 
upon and confirm the surveysin relation to French 
and Spanish land grants within the Louisiana pur- 
chase. The action ofthe board of commissioners 
is conclusive upon the rights of all persons who 
may be interested in the land embraced within 
those grants. It matters not whether the persons 
having interests in conflict have notice of the sut- 
veys or not, they are precluded from having their 
rights adjudicated in the courts of the country. 
The object of this bill is merely so to change the 
law of 1807 as to permit all parties interested in 
such claims or grants to have their rights adjudi- 
cated in the courts instead of being passed upon 


eS ge - 


| and finally determined by the board of commis- 


The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be || 


read a third time; and being en- 
crossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed, , 

Mr. BLAKE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MAILABLE MATTER. 
Mr. COLFAX, from the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to authorize 
additional mailable matter; which was read a first 


| and second time. 
The bill authorizes the Postmaster General to | 


| permit articles 


the amount of money remitted pat the mails | 


was $52,312,059. The amount of “profit, after 
paving all expenses, to the English Government, 
derived from this system, from 1850 to 1854, was 
tfile sum of $260,245; and now, from the report of 
the postmaster general of England for the year 


1860, it appears that the revenue from the mone y | 


order business for that year amounted to about the 
sum of $142,370. The English people, in a period 
of about sixteen years, remitted through the post 
office, in money orders, more than $520, 000,000, 

without loss, at a commission of about half of 
one per cent., and with a profit to the Govern- 
ment, 

Such has been the success of the system, that 
the people and Government of England would now 
as soon think of parting with their post offige as 
their money order system, Ifthe system but sus- 


tairis itself for the first few years in this country, || 
it oy all, perhaps, that ought to be expected from | 


; but I claim, if fairly tested, it will do much 
more than this, and finally, that it will become a 
permanent source of revenue to the Government. 
Such having been its unparalleled success in Eng- 
land, can any man suppose that the same system, 
fairly tried, will not meet with as much public 
favor, and produce the same happy results upon 
our postal revenues? The population, business 
habits, and language of the people of England are 
about the same as ours, and I can conceive of no 
good reason why the system should not work as 
well here as there. 





|| that it do pass, bill of the House N« 
| survey of grants or claims of land. 


not now included in the schedule 


of mailable matter to be sent through the United | 


States mails at the 
postage. 

Mr. COLFAX. This bill is recommended by 
the Postmaster Geveral, and also by a petition 
which every member of the House has had sent 
to him from the press of Baltimore, New York, 
and Philadelphia. 1 will state the reason for it in 
afew words. In attempting to fix the schedule 
of what matter shali be mailable at book postage, 
we have not included everything that might thus 


rates now established for book 


be carried. For instance, Congress authorized | 
seeds, roots, and cuttings to be sent as mailable | 


matter; but you cannot now send stockings to the 
soldiersthr ough the mails except by paying heavy 
postage. The Postmaster Ge eral thinks thatthe 
schedule might be extended, excluding, of course, 
all dangerous and e xplosive articles, so as to in- 
crease the benefit to the 
enues of the Department. 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


people, and also the rev- | 
I move the previous | 


Mr. COLFAX moved to reconsider the vote by | 


| which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 


the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agréed to. 
SURVEY OF GRANTS OR CLAIMS OF LAND. 
Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary, reported back, with the recommendation 
». 189, for the 


The bill provides that all claims or grants of 
| 


| land in any of the States or Territories of the Uni- 


ted States derived from any foreign country or 


| Government shall be survey ed under the direction 
The people of England, from || of the proper officers of the Government of the 


sioners. I move the previous question on the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


LAND GRANTS TO RAILROADS. 


Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, submitted areportin writing, accompanied 
by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the several railroad companies which 
have received from States grants of public lands, made to 
such States by acts of Congress, forthe purpose of aiding in 
the construction of the roads of such companies respect- 
ively, are required to transport the property and troops of the 
United States over their roads free of toll or other charges 
whatsoever. 

Mr. PORTER. As this matter has been fully 
discussed in the House, I move the previous ques- 
tion on the adoption of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, moved to lay the 
resolution upon the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question was taken upon the resolution; 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. PORTER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

UNITED STATES COURTS IN KENTUCKY. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported back, with a substitute, 
House bill No. 258, to regulate the time of hold- 
ing the courts of the United States for the district 
of Kentucky, and for other purposes. 

The question was taken on the substitute; and 
it was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and, being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. MENZIES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

DEPOSITIONS IN UNITED STATES COURTS. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported back, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, a bill (H. R. No. 283) 
to amend the thirtieth section of an act entitled 
** An act to establish the judicial courts of the 
United States,’’ approved September 24, 1789, in 
relation to the taking of depositions. 

The bill was read. It provides that the thirti- 
eth section of the act of 1789 shall be so amended 
as to read as follows: 


Sec. 30. That the mode of proof by oral testimony, and 
examination of witnesses in open court, shall be the same 
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ia ys ft { | States,as well in thetrial of 
causes tu er y and ot admiralty and maritime jurisdic- 
un f x nimon v. And whenever the test- 
) i be sent anycivil cause 
t t I ted Stare 
’ j froin t pipee ot trial 
| it IA VOY 2 Ss 1, OF 
' ( iles, of »anr ter dis 
i | ri is a 1,1 the 
infirm, the deposition of 
1 nod re ist > Or judge, or 
of the courts of the United States, or commis 
sinted by such courts, or before any chancellor, 
j iprem W superier court of any of 
4 before iy mayor or chiel magistrate of a 
’ yurt, Or court of common pleas, 
m@ LUbpited = tes, Or Justice of the peace, or no 
being of cou el or aitorney to either of 
interested in the event of the cause: Pro 
3 1 written noti time and place of taking 
1 deposition shall be served on the adver party or his 
t ) pall to him, before the taking thereof, 
| eutl t time by the usual route of travel! to attend, and 
' prepara , exclusive of Sundays and the 
lay ot serv ; and the examination may, if so stated in 
vb djourned from day to day. And in causes 
uliniraity nd maritime jurisdiction, or other cases ot 
el W na lib shall be filed, in which an adverse 
not named, and depositions of persons circum 
i n wresaid sha taken, b a claim be put in, 
‘ ! it wa ull be given to the person 
t ’ j session of the property libeled at 
l th iptu or seizure of the same, if Known to 
And every person deposing as aforesaid shall 
’ examined and cautioned, and sworn or affirmed 
ot t trath, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
1 Ane ull sub ye the testimony by him or hergiven 
Mi ber iced to writing, which ehall 
( e umgistrate taking the deposition, o1 
ye disinterested person in his pres 
| r taking the deposition shall annex thereto 
Wing the tollowing facts: first, thatthe wit 
was f worn to testify the truth, the whole truth, 
bud j itt { ; Re id, that the deposition was 
' i to it 1@ proper person, naming him; 
iird, that the deposition was written and subscribed in 
the presence of the officer certifying thereto; fourth, that 
iM taken at the time and place specified 
i ls i seal up the deposition with the 
ite a sitid, and acopy of the notice to the ad 
uid direct the same to the clerk of the court in 
Lust 1? iz, and the deposition shall re 
ur r the seal of said officer until opened by the clerk 
aid in open court, or by consent of parties. And 
j m imay be comp 1 to appearmand depose as 
aid in th une manneras to appear and testify in 
unt And in the trial of any cause of admiralty or mari- 
ne jurisdiction In a district court, the decree in which 
, be appealed from, if either party shall suggest to and 
y court that probably it will not be in his powerto 
> witnesses there testilvying belore the circuit cuurt, 
houtd appeal be had, and shall move that their testi 
nouy t lown in writing, it shall be »>done by the 
clerk of t t \nd if any appeal be had, such testi 
inony may be used on the trial of the same, if it shall appear 
to the satisfaction of t ‘ourt which shall try the appeal 
with es are then dead, or gone out of the United 
States, or to a greater distance than as aforesaid from the 
lace where the court is sitting; or that, by reason of age, 
wn bodily infirmity, or imprisonment, they are un 
ible to travel and appear at court, but not otherwise. And 
u ss the same shall be made to appear on the trial of any 
e, with respect to witnesses whose depositions may 
have been ta i therein, such depositions shall not be ad 
m l used in the cau Provided, That nothing herein 
sl) n d to prevent any court of the United States 
f } granting a dedimus potestatem to take depositions, ac 
co g to common usage, when it may be necessary to 
prevent a failure or delay of justice, which power they 
elhall rally po , hor to extend to depositions taken 
in perpet rei memoriam, which, if they relate to matters 
thatanay be cognizable in any court of the United States,a 
iit court lication thereto made a court of 
nay, according tothe usages in chancery, direct to 

be Lak 


Mr. MAYNARD. 1 des 


tion to the 


ire to make a sugves- 
gentleman from Ohio in reference to dis- 
‘These circumstances 


are, the fact of being agent or counsel, 


qualifying circumstances. 
or being 
’ t rest whether 
add the obix ction of re- 
] rtionship, within acertuin derree, to the prisoner 


itthe bar. If th in 


interested in the subject-matter. Isue 


it would not be proper to 
{ 


gentleman concurs with me 
opinion t will move such an amendment. 

Mr. PENDLETON. If the gentleman will 
prepare his amendment defining the degree of re- 
lationship that will be an objection, | will hear it 
with pleasure 

Mr. MAYNARD _I suggest within the sixth 
degree of relationship as laid down by the civil 
law. I will offer that amendment. 

Mr. ELIOT. I desire to know whether it is 
the intention of the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio to press this bill now to its passage. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I will state the object of 

bill. It very simple, and I can state it in 
afew words. Ifthere be then any desire on the 
part of gentlemen to discuss it, or to offer any 


serious object 


the is 


ion to its being put upon its passage 
now, it may take such course as they desire. I 
think, however, that when gentlemen hear what 





| rather than that a party who has the opportu- 
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the bill is, there will be no objection to its imme- 
diate passage, 

Mr. ELIOT. I should be glad to have the gen- 
tleman from Ohio state whether it is the purpose 
of the bill to affect the mode of taking testimony 
in cases in admiralty, so that the testimony now 
taken by depositions may be taken orally; and 
whether it 1s also the purpose of the bill to per- 
mit, in any respect, the reception before United 
States courts of testimony taken orally which is 
now require d to be taken by deposition? 

Mr. PENDLETON. If gentlemen will hear 
me they will understand, in a moment, the entire 
- of the bill. By the thirtieth section of the 
judiciary act of 1789, it is provided that deposi- 
tions to be used in the circuit and district courts 
of the United States may be taken whenever the 
witness lives more than a hundred miles from the 
place of trial, or where the witness is infirm or 
about to leave the district, go to sea, &c., pro- 
vided that notice of the time and place of taking 
the depositions shall be given to the opposite 
party, if he lives within a hundred miles of the 
place. It follows from that that depositions may 


be taken without notice, provided the other party 
j 


scop 


| does not live within a hundred miles of the place 


of caption. ‘This the committee thought a great 
Although that has been the law since 
1789, | do not know that it has ever been actually 
practiced. My attention having been drawn to 
the matter some two or three years ago, I thought 
it time that this law should be repealed, and that 
no further opportunity should be given to have 
depositions taken without notice, only because 


outrage. 


the party lives more than a hundred miles from 
the plac of cay tion. The entire scope of the bill 
is to repeal so much of the proviso to which I have 
alluded,as enablesa party to take depositions with- 
out giving notice to the other side. In all other im- 
portant respects, with a few verbal amendments, 
itis a copy of the thirtieth section of the act of 
1789. It does not prevent oral testimony being 
heard whenever, under the existing law, it may 
be taken. 

Mr. ELIOT. Ido not desire to criticise, extem- 
pore, the bill, which, I have no doubt, has been 
carefully prepared by the honorable gentleman 
who proposes it. It does seem to me, however, 
thatit would have been much more simple to have 
stated, in terms, that the object of the bill was to 
repeal that portion of the act. I beg leave to say 
to the gentleman from Ohio and to the House, 
that the act to which he refers has certainly been 
practiced upon pretty extensively. It is within 
my knowledge that the testimony of witnesses 
living ata greater distance than one hundred miles 
from the place of trial has been often taken; but 
l apprehend that this whole matter has been so 
far within the discretion of courts as that no prac- 
tical injury has been wrought. I apprehend, fur- 
ther, that it might occasionally be disastrous to 
the cause of justice to prevent the taking of testi- 
mony ex parte; for it might happen that before 
notice could be given the witness would be out of 
reach of the process of the court. Suppose that 
in an important case the testimony is required of 
witnesses who cannot be made to remain, notice 
of which deposition cannot be given, what course 
is to be taken to secure the possession and use of 
the testimony? Idesire to know whether, under 
this bill,a party would not thus be left without the 
means of presenting to the court that has juris- 
diction of the cause, facts which it might be vital || 
to have presented? 

Mr. PENDLETON. It undoubtedly might 
sometimes happen that before notice could be 
served on an opposite party witnesses might pass 
out of the jurisdiction of the court or might die; 
but such things are always liable to happen. I 
think it better, however, that it should be so 


« 
i 


nity of giving notice to the adverse party to be 
present and cross-examine the witness should be 
at liberty to introduce depositions thus taken ex 
parte. 

Mr. ELIOT. It seems to me as if it might in 
such a case be desirable that the party should 
have an opportunity to take testimony, and yet 
that the opposite party might not be subject to any 
injury from that. It might be left discretionary 


with the court to admit or to reject evidence taken 
ex parte. This bill seems to be of grave import- || 
ance, and I should like to have an opportunity of | 
examining it a little more carefully. 
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Mr. PENDLETON. I promised the gentle- 
man that if there should be any serious objection 
to the bill when I stated its object | would give 
an opportunity for its examination. I therefore 
move to recommit the bill to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER stated that it was understood 
that Mr. Maynarp’s proposed amendment should 
be received and referred with the bill. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN NEW YORK. 

Mr. DIVEN, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported back, with a recommendation that 
it do pass, a bill (H. R. No. 233) to establish an 
additional judicial district in the State of New 
York, and 1n relation to the courts of the United 
States in said State. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. DIVEN. I wish to say in explanation of 
this bill, that it seems to have become a necessity 
in the State of New York thatthe capacity of the 


| United States courts for that State shall be in- 


creased. The State of New York now contains 
a population of more than three millions of inhab- 
itants. The city of New York alone gives, per- 


| haps, more business to a district court than any 


other district of the United States has. 

We have nowtwo judicial districts in that State, 
the southern district and the northern district 
The southern district embraces the city ef New 
York and the counties along the Hudson; and all 
the balance of the State is embraced in what is 
denominated the northern district. 

This bill proposes to constitute the city of New 
York and the counties bordering upon the bay of 
New York the southern district. Then it leaves 


-the remainder of the State to be divided into two 


more districts, thereby creating one more judge. 
The additional expense will be simply the salary 
of that judge. Itcreates, to be sure, an additional 
marshal and an additional clerk; but the compen- 
sation of the marshal is in office fees, and the com- 
pensation of the clerk is in office fees. No other 
expense will therefore be incurred than the salary 
of a single judge. 

Now, I propose to show to the House, if they 
will bear with me, that the additional expense thus 
incurred will be more than tenfold saved by the 
passage of this bill. As the northern district of 
the State of New York is now constituted, it is 
more than five hundred miles between the different 
places of holding courts in that district. Indeed, 
from Buffalo to Ogdensburg, by the route usually 
traveled, the distance is nearer six hundred than 
five hundred miles; and the allowances to marshals 
for the conveyance of prssoners, and for subpena- 
ing and conveying witnesses from one court to 
another in a single trial, is often more than the 
salary of this additional judge. I could show the 
House that the trial of a case I could mention cost 
the Government more by the conveyance of pris- 
oners and witnesses from Buffalo to Ogdensburg 
than the entire salary of a district judge for sev- 
eral years. The fees of the marshal in cases of this 
description are so large that somehow or other 
they are always occurring. Trials are constantly 
being removed from Buffalo to Albany and from 
Albany to Ogdensburg, and so on from place to 


|| place, involving the expense of transporting wit- 


nesses and prisoners, and giving large mileage and 


| fees to the marshals, swelling the administration 


of criminal justice in that district to an enormous 
cost. Suitors are also subjected to the same in- 


| convenience and cost in conveying their witnesses 


from one place to another. 

Now, this bill so divides that district as to have 
it comparatively convenient to conduct trials in 
any pert of it without this exorbitant expense for 
the transportation of witnesses and prisoners. , | 
apprehend that there will hardly be found any- 
where a district in which you have so great dis- 


' tances between different points. Even in the west- 
| ern States, or southern and more sparsely settled 


States, you will hardly find so great distances be- 
tween the different points of holding courts, as in 
this northern district of New York; and it can be 
made plain to those who will investigate the ques- 
tion, that it will bea matter of economy upon the 
part of the Government, as it certainly will be one 


| of very great convenience to the people having 


business in the courts within that district; and the 
entire administration of justice in these districts 
will be subserved by the passage of this bill. | 


1862. 





ean conceive of no objection that can be seed 
agai rst the bill, and unless some objection be 
urged, | hope the bill will be passed. 

Mr, W ASHBURNE. The gentleman from 
New York has made a statement in reference to 
the expense that will be incurred under this bill. 
Now, sir, it will be seen by reference to the 4th 
page of the bill that two judges are to receive a 
salary of $3,000each. Lask the gentlemen whether 


by this provision of the bill the salary of one of 


the existing district 
inereased ? 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING: 
is that it is diminished. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. My recollection of the 
law which we passed in relation to the salaries 
of the judges is that - salary of the judg » for 
the northern district New York was fixed at 
$2,750. 

But, sir, there are other questions to be consid- 
ered in relation to this bill. I dislike very much 
to interfere in these matters of local legislation; but 
it seems to me the attention of the House ought 
to be turned somewhat to the propr iety of making 
new offices and establishing new ji udicigl district 
at this time. 

It will be seen, by reference to section five of 
the bill, that there will be, if the bill passes, no 
less than ten places in the State of New York 
where sessions of United States district courts 
to be held. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. ‘The num- 
ber is increased, if | mistake not, only by one, 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I will read the several 
laces s mentioned tn the bill, for it is certainly a 
on worthy our consideration, how 
gress can properly multiply places for 
The bill provides that a 


judges for that State is not 


My impression 


are 


Pp } 
que st far Con- 
holding 
court Is to be 
held at Auburn, another at Rochester, ial rat 
Buffalo, and another at Binghamton, another at 
Poughkeepsie, another at Albany, another at 
Utica, another at Oswego, another at Oe¢denshurg, 
and another at Plattsbure. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 
yé ars. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Still the fact remains 
that courts are to be held at nine or ten different 
places within the State of New York. And if we 
are to hold United States courts in ten or a dozen 
different places, why not in every county in the 
State? I should like to ask the gentleman from 
New York in how many places district courts are 
now held in his State? 

Mr. OLIN. 
new laces. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
creased by one third. 

Mr. OLIN. Will the so - in pardon me? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I will. 

Mr. OLIN. It will be seen in a moment that 
this bill does not contemplate the expenditure of 
a dollar in consequence of increasing the places 
for holding courts. ‘The bill says, for instance, 
that a court shall be held at Albany. The court- 
house is there, and no expe nditure is nece ssary 
for the accon sneaann of the court. The reason 
for holding the court there is for the accommoda- 
tion of suitors who attend the court, and may 
thereby diminish their expenses. 

Mr. W ASHBURNE. And why will not the 
same argument hold good for holding courts in 
every county in my own State? 

Mr. OLIN. Certainly, if you desire it, and it 
is attended with no additional cost. But, sir, to 
show the propriety of this feature of the bill, sup- 
ose the courts were only held at the city of New 
York for the whole State, the expenses ; would be 
increased a hundred fold. ‘Every man knows that. 
And it is perfe cily evident that this arrangement 
f places for holding courts will have the effect 
of diminishing the expenses attendant on the 
courts more than any other provision we could 
possibly adopt. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I repeat that the argu- 
ment of the gentleman, if carried out to its legiti- 
mate result, ‘would establish a United States court 
inevery county inevery State. But, Mr.S Speaker, 

I said [ dislike ve ry much to interfere in these local 
matters, and I desire merely to call the attention 
of the House to this question of salary. I under- 
stand the gentleman from New York to say this 
bill does not increase the salary of the present 
judge of the northern district of New York. Now, 
lask that, if the bill isto pass, weshall provide that 


courts. 


Only in alternate 


This bill, I think, fixes but three 


Then the number is in- 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 953 


the salary of the judge we are to create shall not | 


be greater than the salary of the judge 
northern district of New York now is 
rentleman will permit me, I will move 
the sixteenth, sever , elghteer 
teenth lines of the third section, as to provide that 
the salary of the judge created by this act shall be 
the same as that of the judge of the northern dis- 
trict, provide d that is not more than $2,750. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 1 would like to 
call the attention of the gentleman to the fact that 
that may not fix any salary at all, because if it 
should turn out that the salary of the present judge 
of the northern district is more 
named, no provision would be made 
salary of the new jucge ‘ 

Mr. W ASHB URNE. 1 move to amend, 
that the salary of the eas created by this act 
will be $2,750 per annum. Thi itis my recollec- 
tion of the amount of the salary of the - 
the northern district, but I may be mistaken. 

Mr. OLIN. 1 think the gentleman will find 
himself mistaken. 

Mr.WASHBURNE. I have the statute before 
me, and I find that my recollection was accurate, 
and that the salary of the judge of the northern 
district is $2,750. The gentleman, 
accomplish his purpos 


for the 
; and if the 
so toamend 


teenth Hb, and nine- 


than the sum 


at all for the 


therefore, can 
by fixing the salary of 
the judge created by this bill at $2,750 perannum. 
I was almost certain that that was the 


5 


salary of 
the judge of the northern district, and I find by 
referring to the law that [ was right. i 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Ihave little care, 
Mr. Spe rake ry whe ao iry is fixed at one 
sum or another, but it should be adk qui ite to com- 
pensate for the labor, and to insure the services 
of a man fit to hold the office, and to discharge its 
duties. My opinion is, if there is to be a system 
of taxation of sal: aries, that this salary ought not 
to be fixed at § $2,750. If there is to be 
of reduction of salaries, inst 
if it is intended to fix this sal 
sum, which shall be spared 
perhaps a better argum¢ 
amendment. 


this sal 


a system 
ead of taxation, and 
iry now ata reduced 
all future reduction, 
‘nt might be made for the 
It would be more than dubious even 
then. In the State of New York we have experi- 
mented somewhat in the adjustment of judicial 
salaries, and by consent, which is pretty univer- 
sal now, we have settled down upon $3,500 as the 
lowest sum that should be paid now to any man 
who ought to be elected judge of either of our 
higher courts. I think myself, and I will not be 
deterred from saying so b y any desire to coincide 
with the general and just dis position to insist upon 
retrenchment, that $3,500 is the lowest sum which 
it is for the interest of Government, 
litigants, to fix as the salary 


offic er. 


people, or 
of any high judicial 
Thirty-five hundred dollars for the pur- 
poses of living, and as compensation, is about as 
good now as $2,000 was even within my recollec- 
tion, brief as that is; so much have the « expenses 
of living increased, and so much have the 
increased, which a good lawyer 
profession at the bi ar. 

Now, everybody knows—I will not speak for 
any State but my ow n—all of my colleagues know ° 
that there is not aman in New York fit to occupy 
a judiciz il position like this who cannot earn in his 
p yrofession more than S. 3,500 ¢ ayear and earnit by 
labor not ¢r 


fees 
can earn in his 


eater nor more responsiv1 le—not asr - 
sponsible as those connected w 
bill creates, 

Mr. MAY NARD. 


tion to the gentlem 


vith the position t his 


I desire to propound a ques- 
n from New York. Is the ten- 


ure of the judges in New York State for life,or 
during good behavior, or only foraterm of years? 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Does the gen- 


tleman refer tothe judges of the supreme court of 


the State of New York ? 

Mr. MAYNARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ROSCOECONKLING. 
of those judges is eight years. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Daiie not the gentleman 
know, as a member of the legal profession, that 
a lawyer could afford to hold a judicial office, the 
tenure of which was for life or during good be- 
havior, upon a smaller salary than if the tenure 
of the office was only for a term of years, which 
would practically r move him from the practice 
of his profe ssion, and perhaps thrust him out of 
it altogether? Ought not that consideration to 
enter into the fixing the salary of the judge in this 
case? 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 


The term of office 


judge of 


The patness of 


that inquiry depends upon a state of facts whic! 
does not exist in the State of New York. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL—-AGAIN. 
Mr. STEVENS. I ask the gentleman from 
New York and the House for leave to make a re- 
port from the committee of conference on the dis- 


agreeing votes oft 
note bill. 
There was no objection. 
Mr.STEVENS. The committee of conferen 
reporce the 
Treasury 


1c two Flouses on the Treasury 


ee 
following additional amendment to the 
note bill: 
Insert after the 
Or any not 
to be issued, 
dues, and th 


word ** coin 

s payable on demand heretofore author 
and by law receivable 
coin so paid. 

By the amendment of the Senate demand notes 
were made receivable for duties, 
action has be¢ 
use, This ame nd ment simply inserts the macain 
as receivable forduties the same as gold. 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the report of the committee of 
conference was adopte ad. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the 
b yw hich the report was ado} ted: 
that the motion to reconsider 
table 
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Mr. ROSCOE 
not forgott 


ized 
in payment of public 


The effect of our 
n - exclude those notes from that 


| de mand 


voti 
and also moved 
be laid upon the 


tter motion was agreed to, 


TS IN NEW YORK- 
CONKLING. Ifthe House has 


nthe question put to me by the gen 
lennessee, {Mr. Maynann,] 1 will 
be glad to answer it. T he idea of the gentleman 
is that in New York ‘udicial salaries have 
eraduated in reference to the fact that th 
office is eight years, because the 


AGAIN. 


tleman from 


been 
term of 
man who | 
his profession to go upon the benel 


‘aves 
}, then to re- 
turn to his profession again, submits to greater 
sacrifices than the man who ascends the bench for 
life. The saWries were not fixed wit& that recard, 
I think. The facts would hardly warrant the idea 
and it did not enter as an element of the question 
of judicial pay. In 1846, whe n we adopted a 
elective judiciary, the bugles of 
ties sounded a truce as to the selections of judges, 
and it was agreed that the elective judiciary—a 
bold and hazardous experiment as it was believed 
to be—should be allowed to go on and to demon 
strate its wisdom or its folly untrammeled by the 
parusan action of political parties. The doctrine 
of rotation in office was tabooe d for on ce: and the 
aim of the profession and the aim of the electors 
of the State has been to find proper men to put 
upon the bench, and then to continue them; and 
ace ordingly they have been very generally con- 
tinued, sometimes against great political o dds. 

A good lawyer who accepts a nomination for 
judge, and who is fit to hold the office, understands 
not only that the chances but the reasonable cer- 
tainty is that he will be allowed to sit upon the 
bench as long as he adorns it. Therefore the ad- 
justment of judicial salaries in the State of New 
York was not prompted by the consideration the 
rentleman has suggested, even if his view 
correct one in itself. The present graduation of 
judicial salaries in New York weit rather upon 
‘the idea so well understood by everybody that the 
expenses of living in any manner 


f all politic al par- 


is a 


whatever have 
vi istly increased of late years; and accordingly, 
while at one time $2,500 was considered salary 
enough, by general consent $1,000 has been added 
to ey ; 

So much as to that, and only a word as to the 
bill. Certainly the particular amount of salary 
is not the important consideration before us. ‘The 
bill is a ve ry important one to the State of New 
York—not to the three millions, as my colleagu 
said, but to the four millions of people in that 
State. The northern district now embraces three 
fourths of the geographical extent of the State, 
and contains more than two millions of peopl 

If we are to have, as Iassume we are, either at 
this session or the next, a bankrupt law of some 
kind, the condition of thin rg in the State of Ni 
y oxk, as it is now, will be, in many localities, a 
practical denial of justice, so far as regards the 
profession, unless there is to be raised a crop of 
commissioners. 

Something has been said about the probable 
expense of erecting the proposed distriet, and as 














[| > ha 1 memorandum before me, ap- 
\ df ia a ,l will call the 
\ Liouse briefly toi I am entirely 
' ! y more than my ori 
Mir. O1 how 1 the exp f 
' for dis j ther 
1 wi m 
VV i i d vn | fy d 
it * ! I dl it in 
| {Iw y that vic 
| t d, f ol ‘ urt I W uld 
| but des for hold hem at 
1 } ( \ for i] », and a | re- 
cd j W I rave { wat th 
if t per t least for ybhody 
» rot it the expense of the Governm nt, 
W h pri r, witness, district attorney, or 
ly i infer tl . large portion of thi pres- 
‘ xpel of Federal courts in New York arises 
mt cost of tran soi lets and crim- | 


nals; and if the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
W asuBurnne] will give me his ear for a moment, 
Iw make a statementon that point. Prisoners 
I Lake) and | spe ik from what has actually 
urred term after term—from Albany to Buffalo 
to be ind dandarraigned. They are then taken 
| \ ny tobetried. Thatis three hundred 
if they are not tried, then they are taken 

Roch rat the next term, two hundred 

ty-one mile ind by statute this trar por- 

now thirty cents per mile, so that every 

! r carried three owes cant ninety 
| i Now, any man who has attended these 
nd seen the cloud of witnesses who go 

ndict a man, and who appear and reap- 

pear ery tine the indictment is continued, and 


» from Lake 
‘ 1} 
muryy , Can appreciate What my colleague 
t Chemung district [Mr. Driven] said in 


involved, and the 


Hludson for these 
from 
refer- 
expenses 


to the 


to the expenses 


as to marshals’ fees and district attor- 
vears half, and for 


hh lf, of the entire 


ves. lor the last four 


riods mor than 


rict attorneys 1s made up of mileage, at 
tsa mile each way, twenty cents in all, 
ime from place to place, at long distances, to 





ts and before commissioners, and a per diem 
of five dollars a day for similar services. By the 
| us these courts aré adjusted to meet 
iderations, and it will meet them; and 
will add to the expenses of the Gov- 
, to say the least, very doubtful, even 
lary is made $3,000, or even $3,500, a 
a7 
O further suggestion, and I have done. As 
i said fore, Lassume that we shall, at no distant 
ive a bankrupt law. There are now upon 
fthis House and of the Senate forty thou- 
| ners and upwards, asking for such an 
‘There is from the creditor interest of 
try a very wide and willing consent to 
of the kind if it can be well considered; 
d whether it | adopted at this session or not, 
within a very brief period, I take it for granted 
w hall have a bankrupt law. And when we 
\ » Lhope it will be a permanent system of 
bankruptey—not a jubilee law merely, but a law 
containing compulsory provisions for the benefit 
reditors, as well as voluntary provisions for 
the benefit of debtors. If so, we must have, what- 
ever forms of procedure we adopt, preliminary 
ya dings, in the nature of injunction nd the 
like, to restrain the fraudulent dispositions and 
s of operty. And if we are to have in 
New York but one judge in Buffalo, and another 
in New York city, six hundred miles apart, I say 
\ mount, if not toa practical denial of jus- 
j ttoan inconvenience so great as to be 
uuterly destructive of the usual professional modes 
{ il cll wi li 
More than this: under the hich tariff we have 
| lL and in sequence of the increase of 
business springing up from a variety of laws of 
recentena } is Wellas from ordinary sources 
of litiwation, the southern district is clogged, 


; , . . 
‘alendar is overloaded, and a rreat 


t number of 


cases await disposition; and the court is unable 
to dispose of thein, by reason of a want of judi- 
i 1 t term time; and a bill has been re- 
] he Senate providing for the ap polnt- 
idutional judge in the « of New 

York. Nov ain tian danas Manel ene 
Manhattan tsland and thirteen other counties; 
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onl all the residue of is in the aaealien 
district. By creating this central district, and es- 
tablishing a judg re there, the southern district will 


the stat 


have all the 1 lief it needs first, because we take 
of oe the southern district several counties, 
thereby diminishing the districtand relieving it of 
yusiness; and, second, by creating another judg: 
in the State, who will be as useful and efficient in 
holding courts in the city of New York as if he 
lived there. The southern district does not need 
another judge for chamber business. In vacation 


the southern district is well enough off now; itis 


help at term, a judge to hold court, that they need. 


This bill 


gives them a judge; for, under the stat- 
ites of the United States as they now stand, one 
district c call upon another, and the judge of 
the new district can go to the city and hold court 


as often and as long as the business there shall 
re quire it. Atthe same time the 
can be accommodated as to courts, and also have 
\ jodinn: to resort to in vacation, without going 
from one extreme of the State to the other. 

By passing this bill, and creating oe dis- 
trict and another judge, | think, in the first place 
we create little or no addit ional e xpense, for the 
reasons | have indicated: and in the next place, 
we relieve the southern district, a thing exceed- 
ingly needed, as those knowing the facts concur 
in saying; and at the same time we obviate, ina 
measure, the great inconvenience which members 
of the bar, as well as suitors, have long experi- 

need, and which is likely to increase and become 
intolerable whenever a bankrupt law comes to be 
administered, and indeed, under 
business, without it. 

And now, unless some other gentleman wants 
further to discuss the bill, I will demand the pre- 
vious question, or yield the floor to the gentle Lael 
who reported the bill for that purpose. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I understand the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Diven] accepts the 
amendment I offered, to make the salary $2,700, 
instead of $3,000. 

The SPEAKER. The bill being reported by 
the gentleman from a committee, he 
to accept an amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then I offer it as an 
amendment, and upon that I demand the yeas and 
nays. : 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 66, nays 48; as follows: 


YEAS--—Messrs. Aldrich, Ashley, 


Alley, Ancona, Bab- 


bitt, Joseph Baily, Beaman, Biddle, Bingham, Jacob B. 
Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Calvert, Chamberlin, Clements, 
Cobb, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Covode, Davis, 
Diven, Dunn, Edgerton, Eliot, English, Gooch, Granger, 
Hanchett, Harding, Hickman, Holman, Hutchins, Johnson, 
Julian, Kelley, William Kellogg, Law, Lehman, McPher- 


son, Maynard, Menzies, 
Patton, Pike, Porter, Potter, Alexander H. I 
H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Sheffield, Spaulding, William 
G. Steele, Francis Thomas, Trimvle, Trowbridge, Charles 
W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Washburne, Wickliffe, Wilson, 
Windom, Woodruff, and Wright—66. 


Mitchell, Morris, Nixon, Nugen, 


tice, Edward 


NAYS—Me . Baker, Baxter, Francis P. Blair, Sam- 
uel 8. Blair, Bu rnhi um, Clark, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, | 
Crisfield, Cutler, Dunlap, Edwards, Ely, Fessenden, Fran- 
chot, Grider, Gurley, Hale, Harrison, Knapp, Lansing, 
Leary, Lovejoy, McKnight, Mallory, Noell, Norton, Odell, 
Olin, Pendleton, Perry, Timothy G. Phelps, Price, Riddle, 


Sargent, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sloan, John B. Steele, Ben- 
Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Vibbard, 


r, Wheeler, Albert 8. White, and Wood— 


Thomas, 
Ward, Webst« 
18, 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURNE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was agreed to; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
tab! 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SEDGWICK. I move to amend the bill 
hy striking out, in line six of section five, the 
words, “March and,’’ and inserting after the word 


‘¢ Novemix aor in the same line, the words, ‘‘ at 
the city of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, 
on the third Tuesday in March.’’ 
The object of the amendment is to have one 
term held at Syracuse instead of two at Rochester. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DIVEN. I move the previous question 
on the bill. 
Mr. WRIGHT. I hope the gentleman will not 


that motion, 
in regard to one 
Mr. DIVEN. 
Mr. WRIGI 


insist on 
fact in connection with this bill. 
I will hear the gentleman. 


iT. 


the southern district of New York contains a large | 


rural districts | 


the increase of 


» has no power | 


| desire to inform myself 


It is said that the docket of 


| muse rof causes silted d of, but we have had 
no information with regard to the condition of the 
docket of the northern district. Now, I am dis- 
posed to vote for this bill if itis necessar y to estab- 
lish another district; butif the judge of the north- 

ern district can dispose of all the business that j is 
contemplated by the twodistricts s the northernand 
central, then I see no nece ssity for the passage of 
the bill. I want to know the 
docket of the northern district. 

Mr. DIVED I will state for the information 
of the gentleman from Penuasylvania that by this 
bill we ‘take from the southern district all that por- 
tion of territory that now belongs to it exc pt the 
city of mee ‘w York and the counties bordering upon 
the bs ay of New York, so as to confine the busi- 
ness of ia district strictly to New York city. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, its 
Secretary, announced that the Senate had agreed 
to the report of the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill 
(H. R. No. 240) to authorize the issue of United 
States notes, and for the redemption or funding 
thereof, and for funding the floating debt of the 
United States. 

Also, that the Senate had passed a bill ( 

212) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to issue certificates of indebtedness to public cre d- 
itors; in which he was directed to ask the concur- 
rence of the House. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN NEW YORK AGAIN. 

Mr. DIVEN. I was about to say, sir, that it 
IS tantamount to a denial of justice to parties who 
reside in the southern district of the State remote 
from the city of New York, to require them to go 


condition of the 





S 


to the city and wait till their turn upon the calendar 
comes; it would be better for them to give up the 
hope of trial than to incur thatexpense. The bill 
relieves that southern district from so much of its 
business as is taken from it and attached to the 


|| other districts, and it relieves the suitors who are 


now obliged to go to the city of New York, and 
it also relieves the northern district, in which I 
will say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania they 
are unable to dispose of the business on the cal- 
endar at their regular terms. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Now,I want to ask the gen- 
tleman another question. I ask him if the busi- 
ness of the State could not be done by two district 


judges if the State should be divided into two dis- 


tricts, with reference to the amount of business in 
each ? 

Mr. DIVEN. I answer, no. One judge cannot 
perform the business of the northern district, after 
es from the southern district and adding to it 
all but the city of New York. I now move the 
pre vious que stion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being e ngrossed, it was accord- 
ney read the third time, and passed, 

DIVEN moved to reconsider the vote by 

Ww hich the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon_the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TERRITORY OF COLORADO. 

On motion of Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, the 
Committee on the Judiciary was discharged from 
the further consideration of the resolution of in- 
quiry as to the propriety of amending the act of 


Congress of February 28, 1861, organizing the 
i a 


Territory of Colorado,and the same was laid upon 
é , 


| the table. 


CERTIFICATES OF INDEBTEDNESS. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask leave to report from 
the Committee of Ways and Means a bill which 
it is important to have passed as soon as possible. 
It is in a single sec tion, and I shall ask to have it 
put upon its passage. It is a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue certificates of 
indebtedness to such creditors of the Government 
as may desire to receive them. 

, The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 

here is a bill of the same title from the Senate 
now upon the Socio, r’s table. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then, I ask that that be 
taken up. 

There being no objection, bill of the Senate 
No. 212, to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 


1862 

ae 
ury to issue certificates of indebtedness to public 
creditors, was taken from the Speaker’s table, and 
read a first and second time. 








The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury to cause to be issued to any public creditor | 


who may desire to receive the same, upon the 
requisition of the head of the proper Department, 
in satisfaction of audited and settled demands 
against the United States, certificates for the whole 


amountdue, ora part thereof—not less than $1,000 


—payable one year from date, or earlier, at the 


option of the Government, and bearing interest at | 


the rate of six per cent. per annum. 
The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


J. W. NYE. 

Mr. CALVERT, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill for the relief 
of J. W. Nye; which was read a first and second 
time, recommitted to the same committee, and 
ordered to be printed. 


TRADE AND INTERCOURSE WITH INDIANS. 


Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported back bill of the House No. 190, 
extending the laws now in force regulating trade 
and intercourse with the Indian tribes to the In- 
dian reservations of California. 

The bill provides that all laws of the United 


States regulating trade and intercourse with Indian | 
tribes, or such provisions thereof as are applica- | 
ble, shall be extended over the Indian reservations | 


in the State of California. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 


a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- | 


ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ALDRICH moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was aggeed to. 


ANALYSIS OF SOILS. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. When the Committee on 


Agriculture was called for reports my attention || 
l ask that a res- || 
olution which I sent up and endeavored to offer | 


was for the moment withdrawn. 


some time since, in regard to an analysis of soils, 


shall be referred to the Committee on Agriculture. | 


1 suppose there will be no objection to that. The 
resolution was sent up to the desk and read, and 
has not been returned to me. 

The SPEAKER, The Clerk hasno such paper. 
The resolution was objected to, and therefore 
could not be received. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
Globe. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk keeps no paper 
that is not received by the House. 

ENGINEER VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported back the bill of the 
House No. 224, to authorize the employment of 
engineer volunteers, with an amendment. 

The bill was read in extenso. 


accept the services of, or select and transfer from 
other regiments, a number of engineer volunteers 


in the proportion of one company to every brigade || 


in the service; such engineer volunteers to serve 
for such time as the President may direct, not ex- 


ceedigg three years nor less than six months, and | 


to be disbanded at the end of the present war. 
The second section provides that they shall be 
subject to the rules and regulations governing the 


Army of the United States, and shall be divided || 


into regiments, and fixes the number of officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and privates in such 
regiments. 

The third section provides that the Governors 
of the States furnishing said engineer volunteers 
shall commission the field, staff, and company 


officers; but where the State authorities fail to | 


make such appointments, or in case of vacancies 


occurring through death, resignation, or other- | 
wise, the President shall make appointments to fill | 


the vacancies. 
Section four provides that the officers, non-com- 


missioned officers, and privates of said engineer |! 
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| this bill, I will state to the House that the legis- 
| lation of last summer was necessarily very hasty, 





| Potomac. There is no law, however, to authorize 


| are as efficient as are the engineer regiments in the 
| regular service. 


| Halleck, in command of the western department, | 


| in which he expresses his extreme desire that | 
| there may be a law passed to legalize the mustering 


| tleman from Missouri whether it is contemplated 


It was published in the || 


| The first section | 
authorizes the President of the United States to | 


volunteers shall, in all respects, be placed on the | 
same footing, as to pay and allowances, bounty, | 
pensions, &c.,as engineer officers and men of the 
regular Army. 

The fifth section provides that the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and privates heretofore 
mustered into service as enemeers, or sappers and 
miners, shail, in all re specin placed on the same 
footing as to pay, or allowances, bounty, pension, 
&c., as the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and privates of the regular Army, and shall be 
paid as such for services already rendered. 

The Committee on Military Affairs reported an 


| amendment to strike out the third section of the 


bill and insert in lieu thereof a substitute provid- 
ing that the President of the United States shall 


| commission the field, staff, and company officers 
requisite for said engineer volunteers. | 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


In explanation of 


and that, in the law authorizing the President to 
receive volunteers, there is no provision for re- | 


| ceiving any but infantry, cavalry, and artillery. 


The engineer corps of the Army was found to be 
utterly insufficient; and so in many of the parts 
where the Army has been in the field operating, 
engineer volunteers have been received into ser- 
vice under the authority of the Government. I 
know very well that there was a regiment of en- | 
gineers mustered into service in Missouri, and I 
believe that their mustering in was sanctioned by 
the generalcommanding in that department, and 
also by the Government here. Another regiment 
of engineers has been mustered into service from 
New York, who are now serving in that capacity 
at Hilton Head and Port Royal. There is still an- | 
other regiment of engineers with the army of the 


the payment of those engineer regiments. They 


I have recently received a letter from General 


into service of these engineer regiments. I have 

also received a letter of a similar character from 

General Sherman, commanding at Port Royal. 
Mr. TROWBRIDGE. I desire te ask the gen- 


to raise any more regiments? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The bill, by its 
terms, authorizes the President to accept the ser- 
vice of volunteer engineers, not to exceed one 
company for a brigade. He may take them either 
by selection from men already in the service, or | 
he may resort to recruiting, if necessary for the 
service, additional companies. The bill gives | 
ample power to the President to receive into ser- 
vice, or to transfer from among those already in 
service, all the engineers that may be necessary, 
not to exceed one company for each brigade. 

The amendments suggested by the Committee 
on Military Affairs apply simply to organization. 
In the first place, instead of allowing the Governor 
of a State to appoint the officers, as now provided 
for in the regular volunteer service, that duty is 
devolved on the President. It is regarded as im- 
portant that these officers shall be selected from 


| among men who have seen actual service, and who 


are qualified for this particular service. Another 
amendment is to have those men who have been 
already mustered into service as engineers, and 
have actually performed service in that capacity, 
paid as such. This they are entitled to. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 1 desire to know what De- 
partment has recommended the passage of this 
bill ? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The Department 
has sanctioned it by authorizing the mustering in 
of these different regiments. 

Mr. BINGHAM. What Department? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The War Depart- 


| ment. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Does the gentleman mean to 
say that the Department has authorized the mus- 
tering in of these regiments in advance of law? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Itdid; because they 
were absolutely necessary to the service. The 
Government has authorized a good many other 
things in advance of law, for which we are unde ty 
obligations to it. 
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Mr. WILSON. Has this bill been printed? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It has not been 

Mr. WILSON. Has the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs any objection to having the bill printed 
and recommitted?- 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I should not have 
any objection to itexcept that this matter demands 
immediate attention. l have been desirous for 
many weeks and months to report these bills, and 
have the law passed to authorize the appropriate 
payment of those engineer regiments w ho have 
been mustered into service as such. 

Mr. WILSON. Lask the gentleman from Mis- 
souri to move to have this bill reecommitted and 
printed, so that members may have an opportunity 
to examine it. It proposes to create an additional 
force. The President is not confined to the force 
already in service; but may add to it by creating 
this new engineer corps. If think that this is an 
organization which should be looked into to some 
extent. The matter should not be hurried through 
the House without examination. . 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. lam perfectly will- 
ing that the bill should be printed if the House 
will agree to assign a day certain for its consid- 
eration. 

Mr. WILSON. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. But if it be recom- 


|| mitted it would lie in the hands of the committee 


for perhaps two months longer. I will agree to 
have the bill printed if it be made the special order 
for Thursday or Friday next. 

Mr. WILSON. Say Friday. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Very well. Imove 
to postpone the further consideration of the bill 
till Friday next, and that it be made a special 
order for that day, and ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

FUGITIVE SLAVES. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported a bill to make an 
additional article of war; which was read a first 
and second time. 

The bill directs that there shall be promul 
gated as an additional article of war for the gov- 
ernment of the Army of the United States, and 
shall be obeyed as such, an order that all officers 
in the military service of the United States are 
prohibited from employing any of the forces.un- 
der their respective commands for the purpose of 
returning fugitives from service or labor who may 
have escaped from any persons to whom such 


| service or labor is claimed to be due; and direct- 


ing that any officer who shall be found guilty by 
court-martial of violating this article shall be dis- 
missed from the service. ‘The second section 
makes the act take effect from and after its pas- 
sage. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


Mr. Speaker—— 
Mr. BINGHAM. 


| desire to offer an amend- 


| ment, by inserting after the word “ officers’’ the 


words “or persons in the military or naval ser- 
vice of the United States.’’ 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
9ose. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I offer that amendment. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The bill is reported 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, under the 
instructions of the House. The House adopted 


I yield for that pur-- 


| a resolution ordering the Military Committee to 


report the additional article of war. I move the 
previous question. 


Mr. MALLORY. lI ask the gentleman from 
Missouri to withdraw the previous question fora 


| moment. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I withdraw it 

Mre MALLORY. I want to know whether if 
a law now on the statute-book cannot be enforced 
in one of the States of the Union in consequen 
of combinations too powerful to be put down by 
the State authorities, and if the Government of th: 
United States were called on to aid the State au- 
thorities, and sent its Army for that purpose, this 
rule would not prevent the rendering ofthat aid? Ie 
occurs to me that it must clearlydo so. And you 
are deciding by this article of war that the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall not be permitted to 
send a military force into a State to aid the au- 
thorities of that State in enforcing a national law 
which stands on your statute-book. Lask the cen- 
tleman from Missouri whether it is the fixed de- 
termination to repeal the fugitive slave law; forif it 
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nded to ealthat law, this is a denial 
that law wa uught to be en- 
f ! of the General Government i) 
its « nt. If it the intention to repeal 
1 men of the House to say 
ly, and | “ t 
{ \ rit De 
I ‘ v © matter, nd I hope 
t Hi ota l ) it ecipitately l 
‘ etot ( irman of the Commit 
Mi y Affa that he will postpone the 
of th i to some future day, and 
rinted int mean time forthe inform 
T LT 
Vii BLAIR ot \ { ri. I will vield he floor 
t ntleman, | I desire the House to 
upen this matter with the full consideration 
fevery phase of it tl ut can be present d: and at 
! nt ume, 1 do not propose to decide the 
qu { t] gre man ha raised as to whether 
it be m i law, will rene thre fugi- 
{ Lb Weve, in common W h 
iny others, that the Army of the United 
Lo) deal better business than re- 
{ Biv I will therefore yl d to 
! i I ri m,al d il I will 
previ que oO! 
ir. HICKMAN. 1 desire to make a’ singh 
ion to tl r eman from Mi uri, and 
man ti n | en CKY. 
VI BLAIR, of M il 1 will yield to the 
nf 1 Pennsylvania for that purpose 
\ HICKMAN Ide ret l estan amend- 
»the bill, v i will, I think, obviate the 
which ntleman from Kentucky 
Ke I su st that this sentence be inserted 
! the first section of th¢ 
Phat, during the existence of the present 
M BLAIR f Mi uri. I have no obj tion 
nt nh mo that as an amendment 
I a 
Mr. HICKMAN. I propose that as an amend- 
1 BL ATG, f Mi sourl, N w, if the rentle- 
Kentucky will indicate a time to which 
“ this bi » be postponed, I will yield 
1 to make the motion. 
Vir. MALLORY. I willsugvest the third Wed- 
resday Via , if itis left to me, 
Mr. LOVEJOY. Lobjectto the gentleman from 
Missouri yielding the floor, unk he yields it 
t er; and if he does, l move the previous 
i 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I yield the floor to 
tleman from [kx cky for the purpose = 
indicated, and | hope hee vill suit himself ¢ 
Vir. BINGHAM. I hope the gentleman from 
M ri will not yield the floor to allow this bill 
e po rao until the e * March. If that 
motion made, however, I desire the gentleman 
to yield to me to say something on the motion to 
Mir. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will yield to the 
e tleman from QO} , ; 
Mr. RINGHAM. It seems to me there is no 
} $ Vv for th po ponement of this bill on the 
round indicated by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. Itis absolutely ynpossible by any 7 ind 
of logic to torture this bill into the construction 
v1 entleman attempts to put upon its 
W lt is impossible by any fair construction 
to make it even imply an interference with the 
istration of civil justice in this country, 
r under the lem tion of 1850 or under any 
it has ever been passed by this Government. 
Lhe ll, by its terms, is simply a resgraint 
pon the action of the officers and persons in the 
Army er Navy of the United States against the 
«his of persons charged with no crime, and not 
ry law to military control. Itisa measure 
h limits and restrains to that extent, and no 
ther, ail officers and persons in the military or 
ival service of the United States, so that they 
may t do in the future what they, or some of 
them, are now unjustly doing, what they may 
justly do to-morrow or any other day before 
day in March which the gentleman from 
Kentucky names, if the bill shall be postponed 
at day, as he proposes. Suir, the bill simply 
provides that your officers in the Army and Navy, 
ind those under them, shall not exercise in the 





THE 


future, asin the past, the Sisatiniie which bibinn 
| , 


alone and exclusively to the civil magistrates of 
the « ! try » Upon t e pen Ity of being trie db 2s 
court-mat ul, and, upon convictio 1, of “bel ne dis- 
missed from the service thus abused and dis- 
rraced. 

Mr. MALLORY, With permiss ion of the 
gentleman from Ohio, I will modify my motion, 
30 as to postpone the bill until the first Wednes- 
day in March. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If it is to be postponed, ? 
of course, prefer the shortest day. 

Mr. MALLOR And I desire to state thatl 


am very much gratified with the remarks which 
have just fallen from the | — rentleman 
from Ohio, for I have conceived a very high opin- 
ion of his legal attainments since | + ave been as- 
sociated with him upon this floor; but I must be 
ay that I am very suspicious of the 
the working 
character. 
any rate, 


upon the 


lips of 


permitted to & 
accuracy of 
tions of this 


of his mind upon ques- 
{Laughter.] Upen this 

I cannot concur with him 
construction he gives to this 


question, at 
in opinion 
bill. 

I now move to postpone the bill until the first 
Wednesday in March; and upon that motion I 
de mand the previous que stion. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have not yielded the floor 
= gentleman for any such purpose. 

Mr. MALLORY. tb n I beg the gentleman’s 
pardon. I thought he had yi ld d the floor alto- 
rether. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 


this bill 


Notatall. Mr. Speaker, 

has no other intent or effect chan I have 
No one who listens attentively to its read- 

ing can, l think, fairly put upon it any other con- 
struction. I repeat, sir, that the bill simply pro- 
vides that no officer or person in the military or 
naval service of the United States shall, in that 
character, and upon their own motion, interfere 
forthe arrest of persons claimed as fugitive slaves, 
and order their rendition. No such officer or per- 
son is, by this bill, permitted to seize them, hold 
them, or surrender them as fugitive slaves. The 
sole obje ct and effect of the bill is to reme dy an 
abuse which is constantly being perpetrate d,and 
oti h should not be tolerated or pe rmitted. 


stated. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. Will the gentleman allow 
me to make an inquiry? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I wil 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Ise: by the evidence which 
has been furnished, that General Grant captured 
at Fort Donelson, I think it was, twelve negro 


slaves among the prisoners there taken. They 
were returned by him to their loyal owners in 
Ke ntuc ky, from whom the y had been forced by 
the rebel power. Would this bill prevent a mili- 
tary commander from the exercise of sucha power? 

Mr. BINGHAM. The bill, as | had already 
stated when the gentleman rose to his i inquiry, 1s 
so specific in its terms that no man can mistake its 
meaning. ‘The terms of the bill are clear and sim- 
ple. Il repeat that the bill only prohibits officers 
and persons in the military or naval service of the 
United States 
their own motion, in the seizure, detention, or sur- 
render of persons claimed as fugitives from service 
or labor. 

Mr. GRIDER. With the permission of the 
eentleman from Ohio, I want to state a single fact, 
and see how he will apply it to this bill. 1am in- 
formed by a letter from my neighborhood that 
within three counties in my district the rebel army 


have impres sed and run off slaves to the value of 


about three hundred thousand dollars. Now, sir, 
does this: art icle of war propose ths ut these servants 
shall not be returned, and shall not be intercepted ? 
Does the ge wasn yman propose that the military shall 
not, under any circumstances, interfere with this 
dese ription of property? Does he recognize the 
rightof these owners to recover their slaves under 
the fugitive slave law, or does he set aside the 
fugitive slave law? Will he make the military 
power paramount to every other consideration, 
even of constitutional obligation, and turn these 
nerroes free ? 
Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman has antici- 
p ited a partof my speech. The last words which 
ell from his lips is what I had purposed to say 
myself. I said in the outset that the only proper 


construction that can be given to this bill is, that 
@ prohibits officers and persons in the military or 
naval service of the United States from perform- 


from interfering as such, and of 


CON 'GRES SION AL GLOBE. 


F ebruary 25, 


ing or interfe ring with the functions of the civil 
magistrates in the arrest or rendition of fugitive 
ives. And I nowask the attention of the House 
iguage of the bill itself: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America . Congress assembled 
That hereafter the following shall be promulgated as — 
additional article of war for the government of the Army 
of the United States, and shall be obeyed and observed as 
such: 

ARTICLE —. All officers or persons in the military and 
naval service of the United States are prohibited from em- 
ploving any of the forees under their. respective commands 
for the purpose of returning fugitives from service or labor, 
who may have escaped from any persons to whom such 


service or labor is claimed to be due. Any officer who shal] 


be found guilty by court-martial of violating this article, 
shall be dismissed from the service. 

No, sir; there is all of this proposed article of 
war; and that there is occasion for the enactment 
of such a law appears from the fact that officeys in 
command of a portion of the armies of the United 
States, without colorable authority of law, in vio- 
lation of all law, and espe cially in violation of 
the very law about which my friend from Ken- 
tucky is so careful—I mean the fugitive slave law 
of 1850—have been in the practice of ordering those 
under their command to seize men as alleged fugi 
tives from service or labor, and to surrender them 
as slaves tothose claiming to be their masters, and 
this, too, without trial, without proof, and without 
a shadow of authority. 

This practice is a military despotism that the 
American people should, not tolerate for a mo- 
ment, nor lose a moment in ending it, by the en- 
actment of this bill intoa law. Mr. Speaker, if 
I had my way, instead of having this bill provide, 
as it does simply provide, that persons in the 
United States military or naval service thus offend- 


to the lar 


ing, should, upon conviction by court-martial, be 
dismissed from the service, I would have the bill 
provide that such offend rs should, by the sen- 


tence of a court-martial, be shot as kidnappers, 
and as invaders of the rights of persons, as viola- 
tors of justice and of the very sanctuary of justice 

Mr. DUNN. Will the gentleman permit me 
to interrupt him? ® 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman will pardon 
me;notnow. I wish tosay something seats about 
this bill. Although these persons are slave s, they 
are men entitled to the rights of men before the 
law. 

Mr. MALLORY. Let me ask the gentleman 
a question. Does my friend from Ohio pretend 
to say if an officer of the United States Army were 
to restore to his owner, who is a loyal man, the 
slaves which escaped from him into the lines of 
the army over which he has control, that such an 
officer would be acting as a kidnapper or a slave 


ie, i. 
steaierr 


Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman does not 
seem to understand the position which I have 
taken. Isaythata military officer who assumes, 
wrongfully assumes, to exercise the functions of 
civil magistracy, and undertakes to sit upon the 
right of any human bei ‘ing born within the limits 


| of this Republic to the possession of his own per- 


son and his own soul, and against whom no of- 
fense is charged, is worse than a kidnapper. He 
has no right to do it, and by so doing commits a 
crime, a preat crime. 

Mr. MALLORY. [I understand the 
from Ohio to qualify his remarks. 

Mr.BINGHAM. Idonotmodify my remarks. 
I say that he is worse than a kidnapper: and in- 
stead of being cashiered for thus wrongfully as- 
suming and exercising the powers Ww hich belong 
exclusively to the courts of justice, he ough®to be 
shot by the sentence of a court-martial. 


gentleman 


Mr. MALLORY. Let me say a word right 
here. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman must excuse 
me. 


Mr. MALLORY. It will not take a moment. 
In acase of doubt, whether the party owed service 
or not, in other words, whether he was a free 
man ora slave, Iam the last man who would in- 
sist that military officers should exercise the right 
of summarily returning him without investigation 
I believe I would oppose that as muc h as the gen 
tleman from Ohio. I tell him that I repres sent a 
State which has a law upon its statute-book pun- 
ishing men guilty of such an act. 
Mr. BINGHAM. There is always a doubt, a 
doubt imposed by law upon the conscience of 











1862. ‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 957 


a ——$——— LL 


every c ivil magistrate in favor ofthe party brought 
before him, and attempted to be deprived of his 
liberty—a doubt which should bind the magistrate 
to stand by the party who is thus sought to be de- 

ived of his liberty, until that doubt is overcome 
f lawful evidence. Put, sir, no man inthe mili- 
tary or naval service of this country has the right 
to hear evidence or to determine that question of 
doubt. Igofurther. The presumption of law is 
that every man in this land is entitled to his lib- 
erty until the contrary shail be made to appear. 
[ want to know by what au thority any officer in 
the naval or military service of the United States 
has the right to assume for himself to hear evi- 
dence and to determine against that pre sumption? ? 

Mr. MALLORY. Lunderstand my friend from 
Ohio to admit in a case where there is no doubt 
either in law or in fact, where the officer knows 
the party is the slave of the loyal master who 
claims him, that he is willing that the slave should 
be restored to the master by the United, States 
officer. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman will pardon 
me; | admit no such thing. 

Mr.MALLORY. Doesthe gentieman deny that 
in that case it is the duty of the officer to restore 
the slave to his loyal master? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Idodenyit. J deny that he’ 
has the right to entertain the question. I deny 
that he hasthe right, where no offense is charged, 
to clothe himself with authority to sit upon the 
right of any human being in this land to his lib- 
erty. One of the strongest utterances of the Dec- 
laration of Independence may be repeated upon 
this floor this day in favor of the enactment of this 
very bill. That utterance was, that ‘* the King,” 
whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may @efine a tyrant, * has @fected torender 
the military inde pe sndent of, and superior to, the 
civil power.’ 

That is what is so offensive in this practice 
which has obtained in your camps, from the 
shores of the Potomac to the shores of the Mis- 
sissippi—the attempt by the military power to as- 
sume ane exercise civil authority in contempt of 
the civil power of the land. Some of your mil- 
itary oflicers of high and low degree have been 
detailing their men for the purpose of seizing, and 
have seized persons not accused of crime, but 
su spect et ic f the virtue of pre fe rring liberty to boiid- 
age. Are we to revive here in this land the hated 
rule of the Athenian ostracism, by which men 
were condemned, not because they were charged 
with crime or proved guilty of ¢ crime, but because 
they were suspected to possess and practice the 
virtues of justice and patriotism in such degree as 
rendered their presence in the State dangerous to 
republican equality? Aristides was condemned 
because he was just, and Themistocles because he 
was the savior of the city. 

These alleged fugitive slaves, who are subj jected 
to this intolerable militar y despousm, are seized, 
not upon the charge or the proof that they have 
stolen anybody’s goods, not that they have in- 

vaded any ‘body’ s rights, but upon the suspic aon 
that they have been euilty of asserting their right 
of personal liberty, and of running aw ay from a 
cruel and unjust bend: ige. Some of your officers, 
according to the practice of late, assume the ri; eht 
to sit in judgMent upon the delicate question of 
the liberty of these suspected persons, to seize 
them, to condemn them as slaves, and to surren- 

der them over to stripes and punishment. 

I have read in the papers, and I believe it is true, 
that one of these persons suspected of esc aping from 
bondage to liberty swam across the Ohio river, 

making for an encampment upon the Indiana 
shore, “where he saw the banner of liberty flying, 
which he fondly looked upon as consecrating that 
place, at least, as sacred to the rights of person, 
and where even the rights of a hunte d bondman 

would be respected. After having been beaten 
about, bruised and mangled against the rocks in 
the channel of the river, to whose rushing waters 
he committed his life that he might regain his lib- 
— » he reached the opposite shore. Somebody 

entinto the campand reported that this man was 
suspee ted of the crime of having run away from 
‘hains and slavery. A company of soldiers, itis 
Si aid, were detailed to seize him, and did seize and 
return him asa slave to the man who claimed him. 
If that practice is to be pursued by the Army and 
Navy under the American flag, it ought to cover 
with midnight blackness every star that burns 


upon its field of azure, a with eve shontinns in- 
famy the men who dare to deseggate it to such base 
uses. 

What are we fighting for in this land? For the 
supremacy of the laws; for the administration of 
justice paneer r to law; for liberty regulated and 


sheltered by! We are fighting for the princi- 


ple, among others, that no man shall be deprived 
of his libe rty in this land without a hearing be- 
fore the only tribunals authorized by law to heai 
and determine the question. The bill now under 
consideration per poses to provide acainst inter- 
fering with that right, sacred as any other, guarded 
and protected by the very letter and spirit of the 
Constitution. And it surprises me that any gen- 
tleman should stand here to-day objecting to the 
enactment of such a law. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I ask the gentleman to 
pause for a while, that I may read an amendment 
which I propose to offer before we come to a vote 
upon the bill. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
me. 

I say, then, that no objection can justly be made 
to this bill, except the intimations made by some 
gentlemen in the ir interrogatories to me be deemed 
a just objection: that the bill will take away from 
officers and other persons engaged in the military 
and naval service of the United States the prerog- 
ative some of them have hitherto assumed of run- 
ning down and hunting down men, women, and 
children as alleged fugitives from slavery, and re- 
turning them to their masters. 

Mr. DIVEN. I wish to ask the gentleman—— 

Mr. BINGHAM. What will the gentleman 
have? 

Mr. DIVEN. I want the gentleman from Ohio 
to specify any case in which a military oflicer of 
the United States Government has ever hunted 
down a negro for the purpose of returning him to 
his master. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The very case I referred to 
has been blazoned all over the land, and should 
bring the blush of shame to the face of every 
American citizen. That should be answer enough 
to the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. DIVEN. That is a story founded upon 
falsehood. ” 

Mr. BINGHAM. How does the cent man 
know that? 

Mr. DIVEN. Just as the gentleman from 
Ohto knows what he asserts. : 

Mr. BINGHAM. It has received cron all 
over the land. It has been blazoned in all ae 
hewspapers from one e nd of the land to anoth« 
and I have never seen it contradicted. 

Mr. DIVEN. The gentleman read only o 
side of the paper. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. 1 rise to a ques- 
tion of order. ‘The remat ne of the gentleman from 
Ohio are not pertinent to the question before the 
House, and hence they are out of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair bees that the 
merits of the bill eannot be brought under con- 
sideration upon a motion to postpone 

Mr. BIN GH AM. Idemand the pre vious ques- 
tion upon the motion to postpone. 

Mr. HICKMAN. Before my colle agrue on the 
committee calls the previous quest tion, 1 would 
like to ask a question which I think is pertinent 
to this matter. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman renew 
the demand? 

Mr. HICKMAN. I will. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I gave way to the 
gentleman from Ohio with the understanding that 
he was to call the previous question. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will inform the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania that I obtained the floor upon 
the condition that I should call the previous ques- 
tion; and ifthe gentleman from Missouri objects 
to my yielding, I call the previous question. 

Mr. BLAIR, o f Missouri. I do object. 

Mr. HIC KM AN I desire to put a qui stion to 
my colleague on the committee. I do not propose 
to discuss the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I cannot yield, be- 
cause J shall then have to yield to others. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Iinsistupon my demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. The previous question is 
called, and no debate is in order. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I rise to make a 


The gentleman will excuse 





Ss 





motion which is in order. I move to lay the bill 
upon the table. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Upon that I demand the 
Ve as and nay Se 

The yeas and hays were ord re d. 


mY 





' 
he question was put; and it was decided in the 
negative—yeas 44, nays 87; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Ancona, Joseph Baily, Biddle, Jacob B 
Blair, Cobb, Corning, Cravens, Crisfield, Crittenden, Dun 
lap, English, Grider, Hall; Harding, Holman, Johnson, 
Knapp, Law, Lazear, Leary, Lehman, Mallory, Maynard, 
Menzies, Morris, Noell, Nugen, Odell. Pendleton. Perry, 
Price, Smith, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Francis 
Thomas, Vallandigham, Vibbard, Voorhees, Ward, Web 


r, Wickliffe, Wood, Woodruff, and W right- —1 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Ashley, Babbitt, 
Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Sam 
uel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Burnham, Chambertin, 
Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Conway, Covode, 
Cutler, Davis, Diven, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards. Bliot, 
Ely, Fessenden, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwi Gur 
ley, Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Hickman, Hooper, Horton, 
Hute hins, Juli in, Kelley, William Kellogg, Lansing, Loom 
is, Lovejoy, McKnight, McPherson, Mitchell, Anson P, 
Morrill, Justin 8S. Morrill, Nixon, Olin, Patton, Timothy G 
Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, Alexander fH. Rice, 
John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sedewick, Shet 
field, Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Stratton, Ben 
jamin F. "Thomas, Train, Trimbie, Trowbridge, Van Mom, 
Van Valkenburgh, Wall, Wallace, Charles W. Walton, E. 
P. Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 8S. White, Wil 
son, Windom, and Worcester—87. 








So the House refused to lay the bill on the 


table. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. WARD stated that Mr. Haraur was de- 
tained from the House by illness. 

Mr. HARRISON stated that Mr. Nosire was 
absent in consequence of illness. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM $sstated that Mr. 
RicHarpson was confined to his room by sick- 
ness; and that Mr. Logan and Mr. Fouxe were 
absent in the service of the country. He also 
stated that he was himself absent from the House 
on Friday, Saturday, and yesterday, because of 
sickness. 7 

The result was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. ANCONA moved that the House adjourn, 

Mr. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the negative —yeas 26, nays 95; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Ancona, Joseph Baily, Clements, Corn 
ing, Crisfield, Dunlap, English, Johnson, Knapp, Lazear, 
Leary, Leliman, Maynard, Nugen, Perry, James 8. Rol 
lins, Smith, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Vallandig 
iam, Voorhees, Ward, Wickliffe, Wood, Woodrufl, and 
W right—28. 

NAY S—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, ws ye 





Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Frane of Bi ir, Jacob 
B. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, George II. nwne, But 
finton, Burnham, Chamberlin, Clark, C olfax red ick A, 
Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, Covode, neakie 
Cutler, Davis, Diven, Dunn, Edgerton, Eliot, Ely, Fessen 


den, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grider, 
Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Hickman, Holman, Hooper 
liorton, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Lansing, Law, Loeusis, 
Lovejoy. McKnight, McPherson, Mallory, Mitchell, Anson 
P. Morrill, Justin &. Morrill, Morris, Nixon, Odell, Olin, 
Patton, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, 
Alexander H. Rice, John Hf. Riee, Riddle, Edward HU. Ro! 
; vick, Sheffield, Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Ste 
vens, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, 
Train, Trimble, Trowbridge, Van Valkenburgh, Wall, 





Wallace, Charles W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Washburne, 
Wheeler, Albert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, and Wor 
cester— Yo. 


So the Hous e r¢ fused to adjourn. 
ENROLLED BLLL. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, here re ported that the committee had 
examined and found truly enrolled an act (H.R 
No. 240) to authorize the issue of United States 
notes and for the redemption or funding thereof 
and for funding the floating debt of the United 
States; when the Speaker signed the same. 


FUGITIVE SLAVES——AGAIN. 


The question recurred upon the motion to post- 
pone, upon which the previous question had been 
demanded. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, on the motion to postpone, 
demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and ni \ys were not ordered. 

The motion to postpone was not agree d to. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move the previous 
question upon the bill and amendment. I do not 
desire to press this matter to a vote to-night. | 
do not care about occupying the time of the House 
now. I desire simply that the previous question 















a 








d, and then, if it is the wish of 


should he usta 
he H , to adjourn. 
Th vious question was seconded, and the 
ma tion ordered to be put. 
] BiAIR, of Missours, moved that the 
Ely Wn. 
j 1 We nut; and there were, on a 
! yes 59, noes 61; when, the yeas and 
} ae r 
nay omg demanded, 
Mr. BLAIR, of Mi url, withdrew the motion, 
M < WICKLIFFE n rv dacall of the House. 
\ MAYNARD m d that the House ad- 
The SPEAKER ordered tellers; and appointed 
| Ir. Crisrieni id Mr. Morriui of Maine. 
| Lis divided; and the tellers reported— 
aves 57, noes 63. 
Mr. MAYNARD demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yea and nays were ordere ad. 
‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
negative—yeas 42, nays 79; as follows: 
YEAS Messrs. Ancena, Joseph Baily, Biddle, George 
H. Browne, Clements, Cobb, Cravens, Cristield, Critten- 
den, Dunlap, Dunn, English, Grider, Hall, Harding, Hel- 
man, Johnson, Kuapp, Law, Lazear, Leary, Lehman, 
Matiory, Maynard, Menzies, Morris, Nugen, Perry, Tim 
othy G. Ph , Price, James 8. Rollins, John B. Steele, 
William G. Steele, Francis Thomas, Vallandigham, Vib 
ba Voorhees, Ward, Webster, Wood, Wovudruff, and 
Wi it 1:2 
NAY Ml rs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Ashley, Babbitt, 
I r, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Sam 
3. Bla Blake, Buffinton, Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, 
Frederick A. Conkling, Roseoe Conkling, Conway. Co 
\ , Cutler, Davis, Diven, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
I den, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, 
( . Hale, Hanchett, Hiekman, Hooper, Hutchins, Ju 
lia Kelley. Lansing, Loomis, Love McPherson, 
Mitcheil, Anson P. Morrill, Nixon, Olin, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Porter, Potter, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Riddle, 
Edward U. Rollins, Sedgwick, Sheffield, Sherman, Sloan, 
Spaulding, Stevens, Benjamin F. Thomas, Train, Trimble, 
‘Trowbridge, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Wall, Wallace, 


Charles W. Walton, BE. P. Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, 
Aibert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—79. 
So the House 


refuse d to adjourn. 


VICTORY OF FORT DONELSON. 
Mr. STEVENS. I rise to a privileged ques- 
ti I desire to have entered a motion to recon- 
ider the vote by which the joint resolution tend- 


erine the thank sof Conger } to Generals Halleck 


and Grant was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs 
The Motion Was ent red. 
FUGITIVE SLAVES—AGAIN. 
The question being on the amendment proposed 
yy Mr. Bincuam, it was taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed lo. 


Mr. HICKMAN. I desire now to suggest an 
amendment, and I hope the gentleman from Mis- 
souri will give me an @pportunity to do so. 

‘The SPEAKER. Itcan be done by unanimous 


consent, 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object. 
Mr. HICKMAN, I think the bill very objec- 


tionable in some of its features. 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, as the 
main question has been ordered, and objection is 
made. 

Mr. HICKMAN, I have not heard any objec- 
tion. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I bee the gentleman 
from Mis: ourl to rive me two minutes. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I have a right to an 


hour to close the debate. I will take the floor, 


and give the gentleman from Kentucky two or 
five minutes. : 

The SPEAKER. That can anly be done by 
unanimous consent. ; 4 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I do not suppose 
any one will object to hearing the gentleman from 
Kentucky for a few minutes. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot yield 
the floor ¢ xcept by unanimous consent. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. T hope the gentleman 
will allow me two minutes. I will not debate the 
question all, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 

Live 
1 ud ati ird time. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. 


t ‘ 


that the 


[ objec t. 


I insist on my objection. 
bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
I understand 
bill has not been engrossed, and it can- 
not, therefore, be read the third time. 





THE CO 


The SPEAKER. The House has ordered the 
bill to be engrossed. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. 
a third time 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


reconsider the vote by which the bill was ordered 


I object to its being read 
until it has been engrossed. 
Then | move to 
to be engrossed and reada third time, and on that 
motion I demand the yeas and nays. 

The ye and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRAIN moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. WOOD demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ‘TRAIN withdrew his motion. 

Mr. WOOD renewed the motion to adjourn, 
and demanded the yeas and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The qué stion was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 36, nays 75; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Joseph Baily, Jacob B. Blair, 
Clements, Corning, Cravens, Crisfield, Dunlap, Dunn, 
English, Grider, Harding, Johnson, Knapp, Law, Lazear, 


Leary, Lehman, Mallory, Maynard, Nugen, Pendleton, 
Perry, Price, James 8. Rollins, John B. Steele, William 


G. Steele, Vallandigham, Vibbard, Voorhees, Ward, Web- 
ster, Wickliffe, Wood, Woodruff, and Wright—36. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Baker, 
Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Samuel §. Blair, Blake, But- 
finton, Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, 
Roseoe Conkiing, Conway, Covode, Cutler, Davis, Diven, 
Edgerton, Eliot, Ely, Fessenden, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, 
Goodwin, Gurley, Hale, Harrison, Hickman, Hooper, 
Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mc- 
Knight, MePherson, Mitchell, Anson P. Morrill, Nixon, 
Patton, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter. 
Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rol 
lins, Sedgwick, Sheffield, Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Ste 
vens, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, Train, Trim 
ble, Van Valkenburg), Wall, Wallace, Charles W. Walton, 
E. P. Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 8. White, Wil 
son, and Windom—75. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. As the bill has now 
been engrossed, I withdraw my motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I raise this point 
of order, that the débjection of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr.Sreere]sentthe bill to the Speak- 
er’s table; that it is there now and cannot be 
reached unless the House proceeds to the consid- 
eration of the business on the Speaker’s table. I 


call the attention of the Chair to the 20th page of || 


*, . . ° 
Barclay’s Digest upon this question. 


NGRESSIONAL GLOB 


K. 


ebruary 25, 


ing is a nullity. On this point, I refer the Chair 
to rule 118, which is as follows: 


“Upon the second reading of a bill the Speaker shal} 
state it as ready for commitment or engrossment: and if 
committed, then a question shall be, whether to a select or 
standing committee, or toa Committee ofthe Whole House: 
if to a Committee of the Whole House, the House shall 
determine on what day; if no motion be made to commit, 
the question shall be stated on its engrossment; and if it 
be not ordered to be engrossed on the day of its being re 
ported, it shall be placed on the general file on the Speaker's 
table, to be taken up in order. But if the bill be ordered to 
be engrossed, the House shall appoint the day when it shall 
be read the third time.’’ 


Now, the House has not appointed a day, and 
I maintain that the bill cannot be read a third time 
without a er of the rules. 


The SPEAKER. The House has ordered the 


| billto be read the third time. The bill is engrossed 


and ready to be read the third time. 
overrules the point of order. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Now,I object that 
the House has not appointed a day for this bill to 
be read. 5 

The SPEAKER. The supposition is that when 


the day is not fixed, it is now. The invariable 


The Chair 


| practice of the House has always been, when a 


| bill is ordered to be read the third time that it is 


understood to be now, unless the House direct 
another time. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Unquestionably; 
and that is the rule in all Legislatures, unless the 
third reading be objected to. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Lrise to a question of 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
has the floor on a point of order. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Now, I make the 


|| objection that the House shall appoint’a day when 
| the bill shall be read. 


TheSPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman |! 


from Missouri [Mr. Bair] to reconsider brought 
it back. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


How so? The ob- | 


jection of the gentleman from New York was made | 
first, and now the gentleman from Missouri has | 


withdrawn the motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
kept the bill before the House. 
rules the point of order. 


The Chair over- | 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Will the Chair hear | 


me amoment? [Loud cries of * Object!’’] 
The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. The 


gentleman from Missouri moved to reconsider, | 


which kept the bill before the House. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The point I make 


—if the Chair will hear me a moment—is, that the 


objection was made before the motion to recon- | 


| sider, and that its effect was to send the bill at 


once to the Speaker’s table. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point | 


| of order. Does the gentleman from Ohio rr 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. No, sir; but I rise 


to another question of order. I make the point of 


order that it is not in order to read this bill to-day; 
and I refer the Chair to the 116th rule on this sub- || 


ject: 
‘* Every bill shall receive three several readings in the 
House previous to its passage ; and bills shall be dispatched 


in order as they were introduced. unless where the House | 


shali direct otherwise; but no bill shall be twice read on 
the same day without special order of the House.” 


The SPEAKER. 
erwise in this case. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Certainly, on that 
point; but ** no Lill shall be’’—not ** read a second 
time,”’ as the Digest has it—but ** twice read on 
the same day without special order of the House.”’ 
I make the point of order on this bill that, while 
the House have determined that it shall be read 


The House has directed oth- 


a third time, and therein has dispensed with no 
rule and violated none, still it remains yet to be 
determined by the House when the third reading 
shall take place, and that it is not in order to read 
it to-day ; otherwise the rule requiring a third read- 











The SPEAKER. 
that point of order. 

A Memser, (to Mr. Vatitanpicuam.) Take 
an appeal. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. No; itis not worth 
while to appeal. 


Mr. HICKMAN. 


The Chair has overruled 


I ask the unanimous con- 


| sent of the House to offer an amendment, which 


1 think important. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object. 

The bill was read the third time. 

Mr. BLAIR of Missouri,and Mr. DUNN, each 
claimed the floor. 

Mr. HICKMAN. [I rise to a point of order. 
3efore either the gentleman from Missouri or the 
gentleman from Indiana had the floor, I had it, 
or claimed it, to introduce an amendment. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair has not heard the 


| gentleman making any claim to the floor. 


Mr. HICKMAN. [asked the privilege of in- 
troducing an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. That was before the bill was 
read the third time. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri is, by parliamentary courtesy, entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. DUNN. I should like to know by what 
parliamentary courtesy I cannot get the floor. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Missouri to give way to me for a moment, 
that I may offer an amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. I object to hi¥ giving way. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. DUNN. lIask the gentleman from Mis- 
souri to withdraw the previous question for a mo- 
ment. Asa member of the Military Committee 
which reported this bill I think [ have a right to 
be heard. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
I object. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question aellotell: 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM called for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. bl 

The quesgion was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 83, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Ashley, Babbitt, 
Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Sain- 


It is not in order. 


| uel S. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Chamberlin, Clark, Col ax, 
| Frederick A.Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, ovode, 
| Cuuer, Davis, Diven, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Pes- 


senden, Franchot, Frank. Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Gur- 
ley, Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Hooper, Hutchins, Julian, 
Kelley, William Keliogg, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mc- 
Knight, McPherson, Mitchell, Anson P. Morrill, Nixon, 
Odell, Patton, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, 
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Potter, (le xander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward | 
H. Rollins, Sedgwick, She ‘fhe ld, Sherman, Slo aun, » Spaula- 
ing, Ste vens, Benjamin F. Thomas, Train, Trimble, ‘Trow 
bridge. Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh,Wall, Walla a: Cbeiide 
W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 
S. White, Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—83. 

N AYS -Messrs. Ancona, Jose ph Daily, Biddle, Jacob B. 
Blair, Clements, Corning. Cravens, Crisfield, Crittenden, 
Dunlap, English, Grider, Hall, Harding, flolman, Johnson, 
Kuapp, Law, Lazear, Leary, Lehinan, Mallory, Maynard, 
Menzies, Morris, Nugen, Pendleton, Perry, Price, James 
S. Rollins, John B. Steele, William G. Steel Pri incis 
Thomas, Vallandigham, Vibbard, Voorhees, Ward, Web 
ster, Wickliffe, Wood, Woodruff, and Wei —an 


So the bill was passed. 

Mr. DUNN, when his name was called, said: 

Mr. Speake r,as I have been refused the oppor- 
tunity of i ntroducing an amendment which would 
have made this bill acceptable to myself and others 
who favor its general obj yject, and as I have had 
no opportunity for e xplanation, l decline to vote. 


Mr. JOHNSON stated that his collearue, Mr. 








Cooper, was detained at home by sickne es, but | 
that, if here, he would certainly have voted against | 


this measure. 


Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote || 


by which the bill was pass« d; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the t&ble. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. LOVEJOY, (at 
half past fiveo’clock, p.m.,) the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE 
Wepnespay, February 26, 1862. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpDERLAND. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a memorial and resolutions of the Legislature 


of Kansas, in favor of a continuance of the public 
surveys of lands in that State and the iactianiab 
ment of the Indian titles. It was 

Ordered, That so much of the same as relates to the sur- 
veys of lands be referred to the Committee on Public Lands ; 
that so much thereof as relates to the extinguishment of In 
dian titles be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs ; 
and that they be printed. 


Mr. HARRIS presented a petition of citizens 
of New York, praying for the passage ofa general 
and uniform bankrupt law; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a me morial of the New York 
Academy of Medicine, remonstrating against the 
appointmé nt of he ymaopathic physici ians as sur- 
geons in the Army and Navy; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE presented a petition of cit- 
izens of De Soto, Bad Ax county, Wisconsin, 
praying for the abolition of slavery throughoutthe 
country; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of the moth- 


ers, wives, and daughters of the Pennsylvania | 


volunteers, praying for the abolition of slavery 


throughout the country; which was ordered to lie | 


on the table. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. McDOUGALL, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Moody, Secor & Co., with || 


the report of the Secretary of the Navy in relation thereto, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 


Mr. KENNEDY, from the Comnsiieins on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 124) relating to highways in the 
county of Washington and the District of Co- 
lumbia, re ported it ‘without ame ndment, and with 
a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massac husetts, from ee 
Committee on Milits ry Affairs and the Militia, t 
whom was referred the joint re solution ( (H.R 
No. 39) to declare the meaning of * An act to 
authorize the President of the iTnited States, in 
certain cases, to take possession of raifroad and 
telegraph lines,and for other purposes,’’ approved 


January 31, 1862, and to repeal a part of said act, 


reported it without amendment, and that it ought 
not to pass. 
RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. 


Iam instructed by the 


special committee, to whom was referred the sub- | it up. 
ject of a railroad ‘between the Mississippi valley | 


‘aa ‘the Pacific ocean, to report a bill and ask that 
it be printed and recommitted: I will state now 
the object of the printing. It is to have the bill 
before the Senate at as early a dav as possible 
whenever the Senate can engage in its considera- 
tion. The measure as now presented by the com- 
mittee 1s one brass has met the approbation of the 
committees of both Houses, and is, in substance, 
very much om measure that has heretofore passed 
the Hous of Representatives. 


} The bill (S. No. #19) to aid in construeting a 


niente levrar e from the Missouri river 
to the Pacific ocean, wend ire to the Govern- 
ment the use of the same for postal, military, and 
other purposes, was read twice by its 1 tle, recom- 
mitted to the select committee on the Pacific rail- 


road, and ordered to be printed, 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Erneringg, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills; in which 
|} the concurrence of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (No. 189) for the survey of grants or 
claims of land; = 

A bill (No. 190) extending the laws now in 
force regulating trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, to the Indian reservations of Cali- 
fornia; 

A bill (No. 
order System, 

A bill (No. 294) requiring an oath of allegiance 
and to support the ( Sonstitution of the United 
States to be administered to masters of American 
vessels clearing for foreign or other ports during 
|| the present rebellion; 

A bill (No. 296) to authorize additional mail- 
able matter; and 

A bill (No. 299) to make an additional article 
of war. 
|| ‘The message further announced that the House 
|| had passed the bill (S. No. 212) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue certificates of 
indebtedness to public creditors. 


244) to establish a postal money 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read twice by their titles, 
and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 189) for the survey of grants or claims 
of land—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill ( No. 190) extending the laws new in force 
reculating trade and intercourse with the Indian 

tribes to the Indi: i. reservations of California—to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

A bill (No. 244) to establish a postal money 
order system—to the Committee on the P osPOf- 
fice and Post Roads. 

A bill (No. 294) requiring an oath of allegiance 
and to support the Constitution of the U niend 
|| States to be administered to masters of American 
vessels clearing for foreign or other ports during 
|| the present rebellion—to the Committee on Com- 
i} merce, 

A bill (No. 296) to authorize 


additional mail- 
|| able matter—to the Committee on Post Offices 
i} and Post Roads. 
! ' + . 
1 A bill (No. 299) to make an additional article 
|| of war—to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
|} the Militia. 

| 
1 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

| . . , . ' . rrr - ¥ 
| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
| ate the following communication: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

In transmitting to Congress the accompanying copy of 
| two letters, bearing date the 14th of February, 1861, from 
his Majesty the Major King of Siam tothe President of the 
United States, and of the President’s answer thereto, I sub 
mit for their consideration the question as to the proper 
place of deposit of the gifts received with the royal letters 
referred to. ABKAUAM LINCOLN. 

WasHINGTON, February 26, 1882 

On motion of Mr. SUMNER, the message was 
referred to the Committee on Foreien Relations, 
and ordered to be print od. 

CULTIVATION OF COTTON LANDS. 

Mr. WADE. I move to take up the bill that 
l re ported yest rday concerning the cotton lands 
on the coast of South Carolina and Ge orgi a; 4 
believe it is Senate bill No. 201 

Mr. HARRIS. If that bill is to excite debate 
or occupy much time, I shall be opposed to taking 
i desire to have the Oregon case disposed 
of to-day. 


GLOBE. 


Mr. WADE. I do not know that the bill will 
cause any debate I thought it would pass yes- 
terday without much debate; but some gentleman 
wanted it to lie over. It is very necessary that it 

hould be passed as soon as possible, if it isto be 


passed it all. 


= rs on the sea islands, at Port Royal 


- HAR RIS. Ido not wish to delay it, and 
v no ‘t to its being taken up now; but if 
it sl iit excite debate, | shall feel constrained to 
move its stponement in order to take up the 
Orevcon < 
Mr. W ADE. LT hope it will not cause debate, 
and | hope it will be passed. I believe it runs 
clear of all objections that arise on other bills. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio moves to postpone all prior orders for the 
purpose of proceeding to the consideration of the 
bill indicated in his motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 201) 
to provide for the occupation and cultivation of 
the cotton and other lands in possession of the 
United States lying 
the United States. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 
ré ading, and was read the third time. 

‘he VICE eT 


** Shall the bil 


along the southern coast of 


The que stion im: 


pi : 
Mr. DOOL 'TTL E. My friend from Ohjo is 
exceedingly anxious that we pass this bill at this 
time, ina single hour. In my judgment there is 


a policy entered upon in this bill of very great im- 
port ince to the Gove ronment ina pe cuni iy oink 
of view, and in every point of view. I have not, 
lL confess, examined the bill as closely as I ought 
to have done, for I did not suppose it would come 
up for immediate action. I supposed that I should 
hear it discussed by some gentleman in the Senat 

who are better able to discuss it than myself. 
The question that arises is whether the Govern- 
ment itself shall go into the 
cotton. ‘Thatis the substance of it. Shall this 
Government undertake to run plantations, and 
raise cotton on its own account? If the proposi- 
tion were to lease out these lands to somebody to 
raise the cotton, I do not know that I should have 
any objection; but the q juestion with me, as an 
economical question, Is, can this Government go 


business of rat in r 


into the business of rarsing cotton, or anything 
else, without making it economically a perfect 
failure on the part of the Governmet t? Can we 
employ agents to carry on the system of raising 
cotton, and expect to realize anythi e from it? 
The 7 stion in my mind is, whatever we do with 
these lands while in our possession temporarily, 
wha ther it is not best to lease them out. If your 
commissioners are authorized simply to lease out 
these lands for a short period of time, until loyal 
State governments there are re éstabli shed, Ish ll 
have no obj: ction to it; but Ll confess, it strikes me 
as a policy of very doubtful experiment whether 
this Government can make anything in the oper- 
ation of raising cotton on its own account, by em- 
ploying agents, and authorizing them to purchase 
$10,000 worth of seed, &c., for every thousand 
acres. That is the question in my mind. If lean 
be satisfied on that subject, I would waive any ob 
jection to the bill on my part, for I am anxious 
‘to have something done. 

Mr. President, before Christmas I introduced 
a proposition myself for the appointment of three 
commissioners—itis no matter ‘what you call t em 
commissioners or guardians—to go right along 
with the armies whenever they enter into any one 


of the insurrectionary distri ets, and with the con- 


sentofthe comn nanding ¢ neral, to make rules and 
reculations for the government of the district antil 
the loyal State government ts reéstablished, pro- 


vide for the leasing of the lands until the rebellion 
is put down, and provide for the employment of 
all persons that may be found upon the lands ! j 
such rules and regulations as they may think 
proper, to be submitted to the President, and by 
him to be submitted to the next Congress. I do 
not object to your acting upon this proposition. 
: le qui stion in my judgment is, what 1s best to 
be done? Is t best for this Government to go into 
the plantation business on its own account, with 
its own agents, or is it best for tl 
to lease out these lands during the rebellion, if you 
please, to some one who will take the lands and 
cultivate them? That is the question with me, 
Can we make anything by it? I should like to 


iis Government 
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from ntlemen on this sul ject, before Il am 
W i to pass this provision of the bill. 

Mr. WADE. ‘The Senator deals much more in 
argument and speech-making than ldo. When 
} re j d on my table that I expect to act 
i ,l generallyrun them over and iusfy myself 
\ ther I shall vote for them on not, and I hardly 
ex muc] ht from argument after that, and 
I hardly ever listen very closely to it after that. 
But t i ta bill for the purpose of making 
money outof cultiv iting cotton lands for the Gov- 
ernment, as I understand it. I do not suppose 
that the Government is going to make any very 
great sum by this operauon; but the state of facts 
l something like this: we have a large territory 
from which the white people that formerly took 
charge of the population that is left behind, pro- 


vided for them, and kept at work, are all 
{f, and thi y have left the colored people 


to them 


them 


ron ( 


lves; and our soldiery have taken 


possession and eaten the provisions that they pro- 
vided for these people. Now, it is pr rfectly evi- 
dentthat something oughtto bedone. Something 
ought to be done with these people. They ought 


to be set to work. ‘They, it may be supposed, 
are in a condition to Want some superinte ndence. 
You may Ik the land to some white 


it what will he do w 


ase ersonys 


Vill he 
furnish them with provisions; will he take care 
and superintendence over them, such as ought to 

done; or will he reduce them to a state worse 
than that from which they have escaped? What 
will he do when you make no law with regard to 
them, and the Government takes no interest what- 
in this ¢reat class of ignorant population? I 
understand that there are about tw uty-five thou- 

| there, men, women, and children, entirely 


ith these pe ople? 


wna 


deprived by the act of our army of the means of 


subsistence, with nobody to st t them to work, or 
to furnish them with anything whatever. If the 
Senator from Wisconsin can devise anything bet- 
ter than ¢ 
these 


pes 
» isl 


MAll 


ple and for the occupation of the coun- 
i be very glad of it. Ido not suppose 
ation of the Government. My judg- 
that the Government will not lose any- 
ing by the operation, while these people will be 
, keptatlabor, and not suffered to run 
large there, with nothing under heaven to do, 
and nobody to ré vulate or regard or care for them. 
Nothing oc 
of this bill for that purpose, a very t mporary 


purpo 


pose, just while the land is in the occupation 


1 
i 
, ‘nol 
IS ABPCceUl 


occurs to me better than the provisions 


olourarmy, asa railitary operation, consequent 
march of our army and the occupation 
rritory. It only provides for one year, 
It is not entering upon any general policy. The 

! superinduced temporarily from the pe- 


policy 1s 


upon the 


Ot this t 


cullar circumstances of that country and 


| 
wiation. 


the pop- 
t may not happen in any other place; 
I do not know that it will; but if it should, 1 do 
not know any better 


it occurs 


} 


these people, if he can occupy these lands to better 


advantage than this bill prop SE s, nobody will be 
more thankful than I shall be if he will offer his 


proposition, and no one will be more ready than 


os 
i Shail be t » embrace i. 

I do not suppose, I say again, that the Govern- 
mentis going to make any rreat profit out of it. 
i hope u will come out even; I hope, indeed, that 


it will makea little, and | really think it will, if we 
enter promptly on it. If we pant rood men to su- 
perintend it,‘l think the Government will make 
more money than will pay for the expense con- 
sequent upon it, and I do not expect much more. 
‘That is my view. Ido not know what may be 
the views of the originator of this bill, for I never 


' 
\ 
1] 
i 


have had the pleasure of comparing notes with 
him on the subject; but when I took up the bill 


after it was referred to our committee, and read it 


over, it was the unanimous opinion, | believe, of 


the committee that the provisions were safe, that 
the measure was reasonable, and nothing better 
ad to 


occurre us than the provisions of this bill, as 


adapted to the peculiar circumstances of that coun- 
try and that people, 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


from Ohio the 
! 
iK 


Wus 


I agree with the Senator 
tume has come which I have 
coming, when this question, 
what shall we do with this population which is 
upon our hands, has got to be met and got to be 
answered. If there had been a commission sent 
trom this body, joined with members of the House 


that 


ne foreseen 


there is in this bill for the reculation of 


way than this, as a trial, If 
to the gentleman that he can take care of 
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of Representative 8, three of the most intelligent 
men that could have been selected here, and five, 
perhaps, from the 
they had been sent down to Port Royal, with their 
own yestosee the elephant we have on our hands, 
they could come back here and make suggestions 
in relation to this question that would be of ser- 
vice to this body, to the other House, and to the 
whole country. Sir, the time has come; and Il 
agree with the Senatorfrom Ohio that it has come. 

Mr. WADE. I wish toask the Senator whether 
he has read the very able report of an agent sent 
down by the Treasury Department, Mr. Pierce. 

Mr, DOOLITTLE. Ido not know thatI have 
read it. 

Mr. WADE 


I wish you would read it. 


OB 


House of Representatives—if | 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I shall be very happy to | 
do SO. 

Mr. SUMNER. It isa very complete docu- 
ment, 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I confess toa considerable 


degree of ignorance myself; I do not understand 
this measure as well as I should understand it; 
but the question which strikes me is, whether it 
is good policy for this Government to undertake 
upon its own account to cultivate these cotton 


lands and employ agents, and be at the expense | 


of furnishing the seed and the agricultural imple- 
ments and all that, to the amount of $10,000 to 
each thousand acres of this land. 

Mr. WADE. The commissioners are author- 
ized to lease the lands if that shall be most eligible. 

Mr. FOSTER. The whole of them. 

Mr. WADE. 
tion. They are vested with discretion about that. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
tainly, to that provision of the bill. I should favor 
the provision that they be authorized io do so; but 
this authorizing them to run the plantations on the 
account of the Government, seems to me to open 
the door to enormous expenses, of which we can 
form no conception whatever. 

Mr. WADE. The bill limits it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Is the bill limited to any 
particular county or counties? May it not em- 


i 


I have no objection, cer- | 


| 


The whole of them or any por- | 


| and carefully done. 


brace the whole of South Carolinaand of Georgia, | 


And if 


as our armies advance into the interior? 


we are to take the whole cotton plantation busi- | 


hess upon our handsasa Government, may wenot 
break down in the operation? As an economical 


question, does it not address itselftous in this way? |! 
If it is to authorize commissioners simply to lease | 
these grounds temporarily, I shall not object, but | 
the provision which authorizes the Government, | 


on its own account, to go into the cotton cultiva- 


tion, seems to me to be very questionable as a mate | 


ter Of policy. 

Mr. President, I do not desire to ‘delay action 
on this bill; I am willing tocome to a vote. My 
friend from Ohio suggests that I rely, perhaps, 
more upon arguments thatare addressed to us than 
I ought, more than he does. I confess that when 
Iam ignorant on a question of this kind, I do listen 
to him and to other gentlemen who address us 
here, with great interest, for I really desire to know 
what is the best policy. At some proper time— 


| and I do not know but what the discussion of this 


question is just as good asany other time—I mean 
to propose that the Government of the United 
States shall take some measures to collect its taxes 


and raise its revenues in the insurrectionary dis- 


|| tricts, and to raise them out of these lands. 1 want 
| these commissioners to be authorized to levy the 


taxes and to sell the lands if it be necessary, in 
order to raise the taxes that are due from them to 
this Government. I am willing to give these com- 
missioners this power to lease the lands, and in 
the leases to provide for the employment of such 


| persons as may be found residing upon the lands. 


I want those leases, however, to come under the 
control of Congress, if they are to run for any 
great length of ume. 


| sioners shall assume to do, I want it to be reported 


to Congress, so that Congress can look them over 
either at this orat the next session. That section 


| of the bill which authorizes the Government of 


the United States, or agents in behalf of the Gov- || 


ernment of the United States to cultivate these 


lands, is the section of the bill the policy of which 
I question. The other section of the bill, author- 


| izing them to lease the lands, I do not object to. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, nature will not | 


| wait, even if Congress will; nature is notdilatory, 


even if Congress is. Now, seed time is at hand, | 


Whatever these commis- | 


| sense, the head of the military authority. 


wd 


| think it is as well matured as it should be; and if 


February 26, 
and the cotton seed must be plented in these plant- 
ations, or there will be no crops. That must be 
done within a week or a fortnight. There is, 
therefore, not a single moment to be lost, and the 
Senator from Ohio is right in pressing this prop- 
osition. But the Senator from Wisconsin objects 
to the authority given to the commissioners to 
manage these plantations themselves. He ap- 
proves of the system of leasing, but he objects to 
the other part of the proposed system. Now, sir, 
according to the best of my information, and | 
have endeavored toascertain the exact state of the 
case there, the part of the system now under con- 
sideration that is most open to criticism is the 
proposition to lease. It is that which is open to 
the most abuse. Under the proposed leasing sys- 
tem, if itis not properly managed, considerable 
estates may pass into the hands of speculators, 
who may think that there, in South Carolina, they 
may emulate the fortunes of the nabobs of whom 
we have read in the East Indies. The very sug- 
gestion of that idea seems to me to be an argu- 
ment; and I hope the Senator from Wisconsin 
will withdraw his objection to this proposition, 
which I begve has been carefully matured, which 
certainly ought to be acted on at once, and which, 
in the very feature that he is disposed to criticise, 
seems to me to be most acceptable. 

Mr. BROWNING. Mr. President, I concur 
fully in the propriety of legislation upon the sub- 
ject to which this bill relates. Something ought 
to be done; but when it is done it ought to be well 
This is about as important 
and. difficult a question as, perhaps, has been un- 
der consideration during the present session; and 
I confess that I am not prepared to vote for this 
bill in its present shape. It has been before us 
a very limited time,indeed. It has been very re- 
cently laid on our tables. I have not had time 
for a careful and critical examination of it. On 
the hasty examination I have given it, I do not 


there is any bill before us, or if there has been 
any bill before us, that requires examination, con- 
sideration, and perfection by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, I think this bill does; and if it is not too 
late to do so, I propose to move a reference of the 
bill to that committee. I ask the Chair whether 


| it is now in order to move that the bill be referred 


to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in order. 

Mr. BROWNING. I shall submit that motion; 
but I wish first to call the attention of the Senate 
to one provision in the bill alone, in the very first 
section of it, that seems to me fraught with diffi- 
culties that will surround its execution, so as to 
make it totally inefficient, and surround us with 
inextricable difficultics in any attempt to execute 
it properly and justly. The first section of the 
bill provides ** that a board of receivers for the 
States of South Carolinaand Georgia shall be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
which board shall consist of three persons, who, 
or any two of whom, shall take, manage, and use 
for the benefit of the Treasury of the United States 
all property which may be committed to them by 
the military authority;”’ that is, all property in 
South Carolina and Georgia. What military au- 
thority? Who isto commit it to them? I sup- 
pose a captain in command of a company in a 
neighborhood anywhere is a military authority. 
The bill is totally vague and indefinite as to what 
military authority is meant. Are the orders to 
come from the Secretary of War? He is, in some 
Truly 


| and strictly, when you say “ military authority” 
alone, the President is the representative of the 


military authority. Ishe to commit itto them; and 
if so, upon what information is he toact? Is the 
Secretary of War to designate what property shall 
be committed to these commissioners? Is a gen- 


| eral that may be in command in one of these States, 


| is a colonel in commmand of a regiment, or a cap- 


tain in command of a company, or a corporal in 


/ command of asquad? Whois to do it, and whose 


property is to be committed to them? | apprehend 
that there are some loyal people in both of these 


| States, whose persons and whose property it is as 
| much our imperative and sacred duty to protectas it 


is to protect the persons and property of ourselves 
and our immediate constituents. Is all the prop- 
erty in these States to be committed to them, or 
is it to be at the will and caprice, at the prejudice, 














